Collected and Compil'd from the 


beſt HiSTORIANS, and ſerving to 
illuſtrate the Fable of Mr. Fx N TONS 
By Haze of that Name. 


Small Jealouſies, tis true, inflame Defre, 


The Great, not fan, but eve or”! out the Fire. * 
. 2 * Ang 
s XIE — 
3 _The — | 


Printed for ee © "th at Nun. 
next to the Raſe- Tavern, without 2 and. . 
bee * 7. . near Sationers- Hal, 1723. ö 

1 Par N "FOE 'One ge ON "a. EE 5 


x * 1 - 
. = . = 
7 $3 P - a 4 6 
— — r 


˖ * 


* 1 = 
— 1 * . h 7 

i a * 4 D * 3 5 a 

I; Ys 5 >. ®, = - Ne 

\- » — 3 - ; . 1 4 N - 
. *. 3 # 2 . : s 
* + _ . 
4 $91 v s » 

i, 7 v 1 8 ® | » 2 1 * o& 

| l : * n * 
, 1 * Sor / } 


X 
ww ————_—IT T  T' TT ix 
- - ; — — 


2 2 
* == 
— — — — 


PFE 


29 „ „„ „„es 
I * 


EH E 


F the following Sheets 
| have the good For- 
tunc to give any En- 
tertainment, they wall 
need yo Apology; 
and if they fail of 
That, will, con- 

5 ſequently, deſerve 
none. They were penn d with a peculiar 
View to that Part of the Town who are 
People of Pleaſure, and Favorrers of the 
>. op Theatre ; 
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Theatre; to give them a fuller Light into 
a Story, upon which an ingenious Gentleman 
has founded a Tragedy. 

This is throwing no Reflection on the 
Author, or ſuppoſing that he writes his 
Fable ſo intricately, as to require an Ex- 
plication. But as Dramatick Writers are, 
by the Rules of their Art, confin d to a ſin- 
gle Action, and the whole Drift of the 
Scene is to be directed to that One Point; 
there are many Circumſtances of Story, which 
they are either oblig d to touch but lightly, or 
abſolutely to throw into Shade. Now as 
Tragedy generally employs itſelf in the 
Concerns of Diſtreſſed Lovers, the La- 
dies are deſirous of being more intimately 
acquainted with Particularities, than the 
Compaſs and Neceſſity of the Fable can com- 
ply with. Tn this Caſe, Recourſe is to be 
had to Hiſtory ; and, to ſatisfy the Curio- 
ſity of the Fair Sex in ſuch Enquiries, were 
theſe Memoirs collected. I might ſay too, 
that by being let into the Circumſtances of a 
Story, before they come to fit down to the 
Play, the Attention of an Audience is 
er TO eaſed 


The PREF Ac E. 
eaſed and pleaſmgly diſengaged; and they 
have Leiſure to dwell upon the Beauties of 
the Poet, the Force of his Language, and 
the Working up of his Paſſions. 

It is a Hardſhip upon a Poet, who ven- 
tures to divert and pleaſe the Town in a Dra- 
matic Way, that he muſt make uſe both of 
his Judgment and Genius ; of the firſt, in 
the Choice and Modelling of his Fable; 


and of the latter, in dreſſing it, when cho- 


ſen and modell d, with proper Energy and 


Embelliſhment of Diction. 


In both theſe Reſpects, Mr. FENTON 


has raiſed Expectation, and ſtands fair for 
meeting with Succeſs. By the Specimens 
which he has given the World, in the Poetry 
which he has already publifhd, we are con- 
vinc d that he has a happy Way of Think- 


ing, and that his Language is delicate, 


without Stiffneſs, or Affectation. As theſe 
two Points are Proofs of his Genius, the Choice 


of the Story, of HEROD and MARIAMNE, 


in which ſuch noble Paſſions are engag d, is 
an Evidence of his Judgment. I know of 
no Affection, or Diſtemper of the Mind, in 
5 which 
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which we intereſt our ſelyes ſo deeply upon the 
Stage, as that Jealouſie which is work'd up 
againſt an innocent fine Woman, from the 
Suggeſtions of Treachery, or Unreaſonable- ; 
neſs of Suſpicion, The Reaſon is, that we ; 
ſee ſo many Tnſtances, in private Life, of 4 
| the Diſtrattions, which are moy*d upon the 
Springs of this Paſſion. 

a The Diſtreſs of MARIAMNE flowd 
l from this unhappy Source, and has been 
thought a Story of ſuch Importance, that it ; 
| has employ d ſeveral to try their Strength upon | 
| it. The judicious Author of CLEOPATRA 
g has woven the Diſtreſſes of this Jewiſh He- 
| roine into his Romance, and made an Incident 
of wonderful Beauty and Paſſion : And the 
late ingenious Mr. ADD1$SON contracted 
the Heads of her Story into the Compaſs of 
4 SPECTATOR, to ſhew the Force of 
ill. grounded Fealouſie. 

The Firſt, I think, who attempted to bring 
this Story into a Drama, was the Lady 
Elizabeth Carew, in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, under the Title of Mariam, 
the fair Queen of Jewry, her Tragedy. 
e I cannot 


0 rr 


Diſtich written on the Coyer: 


e PREFA CE. 
I cannot ſay what Succeſs her Play either met 
with, or merited ; but we find, that in. leſs 
than ten Years afterwards, it produced another 
from Mr. Gervaſe Markham, under the 
Title of Herod and Antipater. 
After theſe a Tragedy, under the Title of 


Herod the Great, was wrote in Heroich 


Perſe, by the Right Honourable Roger Earl 
of Orrery, whoſe Reputation, both for Arts 
and Arms, 1s too well known to need any En- 
comium here. His Lordſhip, T think, never 
thought fit to give it to the Stage; but about 
thirty Years ago it appear d in Print. 

There was another Tragedy likewiſe writ- 


ten upon this Story, called Herod and Mari- 


amne, by Samuel Pordage, Eſq; We 
have Reaſon to ſuſpect this was of no great 


Reputation, becauſe a merry Story is record- 


ed of it. The Author, or ſomebody for him, 
that was fond of the Performance, left it to 
the Peruſal of the witty Lord Rocheſter, to 
have the Concurrence of his Opinion in its Fa- 
vour : But his Lordſhip was ſo out of Hu- 


mour with it, that he return d it with this 


Poet, 
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Poet, who! er wou art, I ſay G--d thn thee; 
Take my Advice, and burn thy Mariamne. 


T do not know of any Body elſe that ex. 
ercis d his Pen upon this Subject: But from 
theſe frequent Attempts we are to foo the 
Story of MARIAMNE to have fo many 
Charms, that, like the Bow of ULySSEs, 
every one was r kee to try his Skill with 
it, tho' every one had not equal Strength to 
manage it. 


f THE 
1 O F 


Herod and Marianne, &c. 


INTRODUCTION. 


P Story be of moſt Conſequence, and 
8 moſt likely to engage us, where the 
© Dignity of the Perſons begins to de- 


ARE 
LL, 


© 


A 
Oe mand our Attention, where the Impor- 
SL YE tance of their Actions continues our 
Veneration, and where the Height of their AMi- 
Eons attaches our Hearts to their Intereſts; it is 
hardly poſſible to find out a Subje& more eminent, 
in any of theſe reſpects, than the Hiſtory of H z ROD 
and MARIAM NE. When Invention is upon the 
Stretch to form Incidents, when the Writer has 
nothing but Fairy-Lard before him, and has the Li- 
berty of a Poet to create Adventures, and dreſs up 
a Tale of Surprize and Delight, it is no Wonder 
if we are tranſported with the Proceſs of the Fable, 
and charm'd to find our Paſſions ſtir'd by Ad ven- 
tures, which we are perplex'd to think ſhould ever 
have happened. The Hiſtory of Mariamne ſets out 
with all theſe Advantages, without being beholden 
to any Reſources of Fiction to embelliſh it. 


Let us look into the Quality of Mariamne, and 
we find a Lady allied e from a log Hor 
| : cent 


1 
{cent of ſceptred Anceſtors. Let us turn our Eyes 
on Herod, and we ſee a Great King, made ſo by 
his own Policy, and (what then ' was equivalent 
to the Right of Inheritance) confirm'd in his 
Throne by the Acknowledgment of the Romans. 


Let us view Mariamne in her Perſon and Cha- 
racer, and we ſhall meet a Princeſs truly worthy 
of ſo [illuſtrious a Lineage. By her Form we are 
prepoſleſs'd for one of the World's rareſt Beauties, 
whom we cannot behold in Deſcription without 
Aſtoniſhment, and ſome Inclination to Idolatry. 
Her Eyes were lively and penetrating, command- 
ing Awe, but temper'd with Sweetneſs : Theſe 
were ſeconded with. regular Features, and a fine 
Complexion ; and a Shape and Geſture ſo graceful 
and majeſtick, that every Part help'd to make the 
Compoſure admirable; ſo that none could view her, 
without carrying War to the Heart, and giving the 
Soul a hot Alarm of extraordinary Emotions. But 
could the Power-of Words repreſent her Soul to our 
Imagination, as well as they might paint the Charms 
of her Perſon, we ſhould yet be entertained with 
better Wonders. All that Report ever ſpake, (ſays 
Monſ. CAL&YRAN EDE) of the moſt ſublime and 
refin'd Virtue, will ſerve to expreſs but an imper- 
fe& Ray of Mariamne's Worth; and in thoſe great 
and frequent Occaſions, which called her to the 
Trial, ſhe gave Proofs of it, that could not be ſeen 
and not admired. Her Conſtancy ſhin'd'in her Af- 
flictions, her Patience in the Perſecution which ſhe 
ſuffered without the leaſt repining. And that pro- 
digious Force of Spirit taught her to endure a 
Husband, whom ſhe had ſo much Reaſon to hate, 
and one ſo contrary to all her. Inclinations, fixed 
her like an unſbaken Rock, beat off all the Batte- 
ries of her malignant Fortune, and took . 5 
„ a | Ut 
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Outrages (in which another Spirit would have 
found out Reaſons for Revenge) with a Temper 
that never ſo much as bow'd it ſelf to the leaſt 
Thought, that might unbeſeem the Grandeur of 


her Courage. 


But if the Compoſition of her Soul was daring 
and maſculine, how was it over-match'd by that of 
Herod ! The Grandeur of his Form and Make, the 
Auſterity of his Eyes and Features were Indica- 
tions of his rigid and ambitions Soul. He was 
ſubtle and deſigning in Attempts to aggrandize him- 
ſelf; and neither ſtopp'd by the Regards of Law, 
or Religion, from putting thoſe Attempts into Exe- 
cution. In ſhort, Nature and Conſtitution made 
him a Tyrant, whoſe Pride only could be ſubdued 
by, and ſtoop to, the Attractions of Beauty. But 
ſo impetuous was his Temper, ſo ſuſceptible of 
Suſpicions, that he was equally jealous of a Part- 


net in Empire, and in Love. We have a Demon- 


{tration of the Firſt, in his execrable Cruelty upon 
the Fewih Infants; becauſe (by a Prediction, 
that then was little underſtood by him) he was 


apprehenſive of a King who was about that Time 


4. 


to be born, and demand the Scepter of Judæa. 
Of the latter, what more convincing Teſtimony 
can we require, than in ſuffering his Mariamne to 
be executed, upon a Surmiſe of her being difloyal 
to his Bed, tho' his Soul at that Inſtant doated 
upon her} 


It is my Lord Har 1 rAxs Definition of Jea- 


| Joufie, I remember, that it is a Pain which a Man 


feels from the Apprehenfion that he is not equally belou d 
by the Perſon whom he entirely loves. HuroD, I 
muſt own, upon the Circumſtances of his Conduct, 
and a Marriage rather 3 than choc his 
1 | 2 | on- 


( 12 ) 


Conſort, had ample Reaſon to apprehend, that 


Averſion might take Place in the Breaſt of Mari- 


amne, and extinguiſh the ſofter Impreſſions of 
Love. By the Help of the Romans, he had uſurp'd 
the Jewiſh Crown, her Right by Blood and An- 
ceſtry. He had made Havock among the Relicts 


of the Aſmonæan Family, a Race to which ſhe 


owed her Birth and Dignity. Ambition and In- 
tereſt ſacrific'd her to a Man, who made his Way 
to her Affections, by being the Cut-throat of her 


Family. What then could bow her Soul to love 


that Husband, whoſe Diſproportion of Manners, 


whoſe bloody Outrages committed in the Butcher- 


ing her Kindred, whoſe Uſurpation of the Crown, 
which in Right belong'd to young Ariflobulus her 
Brother, were potent Inducements to arm her with 
the Sentiments of Averſion, Diſdain, and venge- 
ful Retaliation ? Yet ſhe liv'd in a moſt admirable 
Moderation with him, and by an Exceſs of Vir- 
rue, did Violence upon her Inclinations. 


But I am ſtepping too far into the Particulars of 
an Hiſtory, which ought to be deduc'd more re- 
gularly to the Readers. As all the Claim of Herod 
to the Crown of Jewry, (unleſs his Uſurpation can 
be called a Title) was founded on his Marriage 
with Mariamne, I think I ſhall not need to make 


any Apology, for opening the Story with an Ac- 


count of the Aſmonæan Family, from which that 
Princeſs, as is before obſerv'd, deriv'd ber Birth; 
and making a ſvccin& Detail of the Steps which 


Herod took to ſupplant her Kindred, and ingraft 


himſelf upon the Throne of her Anceſtors. I ſhall 


endeavour to make his Abſtra& ſo different from 2 


dry. Genealogical Relation, that it ſhall contain 
Matter, and Scenes of Action, which *tis hop'd 
may be a Subject of Entertainment. 
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LEXAN DER IANNÆUsã5, of the 
Aſmonzan Race, committing, upon his Death 
Bed, the Care of his Kingdom of Judæa to the 
prudent and skilful Management of his Wife Alex- 
audra, - under her Tuition. he left his two Sons, 
Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus. She, with ſuch Dexterity 
and Addreſs, manag'd the Quarrel, which had long 
depended between. her deceas'd Husband, and the 
Phariſees, a molt prevailing Sed at that Time with 
the Jews, that ſhe not only procured an honour- 
able Interment for her Husband, but had the Go- 
vernment of the Realm ſettled upon herſelf ; which, 
after nine Years Poſſeſſion, ſhe left, with this Character; 
that as, indeed, ſhe was ambitious both of Honour and 
Command beyond meaſure, yet withal was ſhe intent upon 
her Buſineſs, and highly induſtrious, to the Reproach of the 
Eznorauce, and Mal- Adminiſtration of but too many Ma- 
ſculine Governors. She kept herſelf ſtrictly to Moderation, 
and continu'd, living and dying, ia an untainted Reputa- 
tion for her Integrity and Juſtice. Nothing was wanting 
in her both for Wiſdom and Policy, and had ſhe not given 
in too much to the Rule of the Phariſees, to which in great 
meaſure ſhe was compell'd by neceſſary Maxims in Govern- 


ment, no Exceptions could have been made to her Admi- 
iſtration. 


The different and contradictory Tempers of theſe 
two Brothers, whom Alexandra had left to contend 
for the Judaic Crown, gave Riſe not only to fre- 
quent inteſtine Diviſions and Animoſities, but to the 
Nations being ſubdu'd by the Roman Power, and, 
after, of having a foreign Perſon of private Extract to 
be ſettled upon their Throne, contrary to their Hopes 


and ExpeRations. 


Hyrcanus, in whom the Right of Primogeniture 


was veſted, was of a Nature too ſoft and eaſy to ſub- 
8 mit 


a 


mit himſelf to the Cares and Anxieties that attend 
the weilding of a Scepter. He had ever been averſe 
to Buſineſs, having no Ambition to reign, and there- 
fore had no Inclination to exert his Intereſt to obtain 
a Crown, but leaving all Things to Chance, ſat down 
a contented Creature under all Mutations of For- 
tune; while his younger Brother, Ariſtobulus, was of 
a bold and enterprizing Mind, and affecting Sove- 
reignty, thought nothing too hard to undergo in order 
to obtain a Crown. 


From two ſuch Characters we might eaſily be in- 
duc'd to believe, that, upon an Accommodation be- 
tween the Brothers, all Affairs might have an ami- 
cable Concluſion, and the Kingdom be ſettled in a 
laſting Tranquillity. Of this, indeed, there ſeem'd 
ſome hopeful Preſages; for after Hyrcanus, (who had 
the Wife and Children of his Brother in ſafe Cuſtody) 
had, at the Inſtigation of others, engaged his Brother 
in Battle, and was routed by him ; before Matters 
proceeded to farther Extremities, he came to this 
Agreement with his Brother, that Ariſtobulus ſhould 
be eſtabliſh'd both in the Prieſthood and Throne, and 
Hyrcanus ſhould content himſelf with ſuch Honours - 
and Privileges, as properly belong to the Dignity of 
the King's Brother. This Reconciliation was inter- 
changeably publiſh'd in the Temple, and then each 
departed to their exchang'd Habitations ; Ariſtobulus | 


was receiv'd into the Palace, and Hyrcanus return'd 
to Ariſtobulus s Houſe. 


This unexpected Advancement of the younger Bro- 
ther, being thus amicably concluded on and executed, 
ſeem'd to promiſe a Series of Peace and mutual Con- 
cord between all Parties: But Antipater, a Perſon of 
Idumæan Extract, could not fit down ſo patient- 
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ly with this Exchange. He had his Education in the 
Court of Alexander Jannaus and Alexandra, and under 


their Favour was advancd to Places of Dignity and 
Profit ; in which time he had particularly paid his 


Court to Hyrcanus, hoping to riſe to greater Honours, 


when he ſhould ſucceed to the Imperial Crown ; bur 
upon this Reſignation, finding all his Meaſures broke, 
and his former Engagements to Hyrcanus having made 
him obnoxious to this preſent King, he was re- 


ſolvꝰ'd to ſecure himſelf by an Aſter-Game, and making 


uſe of his Intereſt with AHyrcanus, by his artful Infinua- 
tions, he ſo prevail'd over that indolent Prince, as 
once more to engage him to ſtand in Competition for 
the Crown, and ſeek to recover that Right, which by 
Force of Arms he had in great Meaſure been oblig'd 
to reſign. 


All theſe Arts would have fail'd of ſtirring up this 
eaſy Prince, had he not prevail d on him to believe 
that his Life was in Danger; and that he had nothing 
to chooſe, but either to reign or die; for as the 
Right of Government was really veſted in him, his 
Brother would ever regard him with a jealous Eye, 
and take the firſt Opportunity of fixing himſelf upon 
the Throne, by his Death. By theſe Arguments he 
was rousd up to fly from Judea to Aretas the Ara- 
zian King; who arming in his Cauſe, marches into 
Judea, and forces Ariſtobulus into Jeruſalem, which 


he beſieg'd. | 


At this Time the Great Pompey was proſecuting his 
Conqueſts in Syria, and upon his coming to Damaſcus, 


the two Brothers addreſs'd him to interpoſe his Au- 
thority; and decide this Conteſt between em. He 


generouſly gave 'em a Hearing ; but not immediately 


paſſing a definitive Sentence, Ariſtobulus, by Nature 
raſh and impatient, departed much diſpleas'd, and by 


making 


(1s) 
making neceſſary Preparations for War, not only drew 
on him the Power of the Romans to his own Ruin and 
Captivity, but made the whole Jew Nation to be- 
come a Roman Province, and hold that Sovereign Au- 
thority, which they were permitted to exerciſe, de- 
pendent on the. WET os 


Now had Antipater gain'd his Ends, by fixing an 


eaſy Prince upon the Throne, whom he could rule 
and govern according to his own good Pleaſure ; this 


was the utmoſt his Ambition aim'd at, and this was 
the Means by which his Son unexpectedly came to 
mount that Throne, which he had no Claim to by 
Birth. Tho', to be faithful to his Merit, it can- 
not be deny'd but that the Jewiſh Nation has ſeve- 
ral Obligations to him, in general; and . Hyrcanus 
.ow'd all that he had to him, in particular. He was 
a Perſon of Wiſdom and Courage, of a deep Pene- 
tration in the Arts and Myſteries of State, and who 


knew as well as any Man, how to ingratiate him- 


ſelf with the: conquering Party; nor do we find any 
| Records of his abuſing that Influence he had over 
the King, his main Deſign being only to raiſe him- 
ſelf and his Poſterity to Glory. | 


Of this Antipater's Extract, ve have different and con- 
tradictory Accounts; ſome, who by Adulation, would in- 
ſinuate themſelves into the Favour of his Son Herod, un- 


dertook to derive his Pedigree from one of the princi- 


pal Jews that return'd to Jeruſalem from the Baby- 
toaiſh Captivity ; whilſt others, who with Envy ſaw a 


Stranger bear ſuch Sway in their native Country, eri- 
deavour'd as much to leſſen his Character, and vilify his 


Perſon, by reporting that he was na better than the 
Son of one Herod, who was Sexton of the Temple of 
Apollo at Aſcalon; and that being taken Captive, 
ſome Thieves of Idumaa, while a Child, 3 "= 
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Father being ſo poor as not to be able to redeem , 
him, he was made a Slave in that Country, and as 
ſuch bred up in the Aumæan Religion, (which was „ Þ 
then the ſame with That of the Jews) and from 
this mean Original grew up to that Grandeur which . 
he after arriv'd to; and from this Opinion taking 

root amongſt the Populace, himſelf and Family fre- 
quently lay under the Reproach of being an [4»- 

maan Slave. But if we may credit ſo good an Au- 

thor as JostpHvs, we ſhall be convinc'd that his 
Extract was not baſe nor infamous; but that he 

was deſcended of a Noble Family, and his Father 

had been Governor of that Country of Idumaa. 
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T have already taken notice, that Antipater's main 
Deſign being to advance himſelf and Family to Ho- 
nour, he took all Opportunities of procuring ſuch 
Places for his Sons, in which he thought they 
would ſhine moſt, and give the greateſt Demonſtra- 
tions of a bright and noble Genius. Of theſe (for 
he had four, Phaſael, Herod, Joſeph, and Pheroras, 
and one Daughter named Salome) none had ſo great 
a Share of Succeſs as Htxop, ſirnamed the Great. 
He, purſuing all the politick Maxims of his Father, 
rais'd himſelf to a Grandeur, equal to moſt of his 
Predeceſſors, and ſuperior to any of his Succeſſors; 
and to this the Gratitude, as well as Indolence of 
_ Hyrcanus, was vaſtly contributing: He was entirely 
ſenſible that he both gain'd and preſerv'd the Crown 
by the prudent Management of Herod's Father, 
and he took care to ſhew the Senſe he had of paſk 
Favours, to the ſurviving Repreſentatives of his 
dear Friend, his Children. 


The Inteſtine Wars of the Romans, in the Cauſes. 
of Liberty, and Arbitrary Power, not only rais'd 
great Commotions and Diſturbances in rah, rhe 
5 C Seat 
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Seat of the Empire, but throughout the whole Ro- 
man Government. Of theſe Diviſions, Herod, who 
was a prudent and circumſpect Obſerver of the ſe- 
veral Occurrences in Life, made a provident uſe, 
and took care for the moſt part to engage only, 
where there was the greateſt Proſpect of Succeſs. 


His Valour and Conduct rais'd him to be General 
of the Jewiſh Troops, and ſome Provinces were 
aſſign d to be under his Government and Protection; 
of this he made ſuch Advantage, as to ingratiate 
himſelf with the Victorious Party : Bur the Jews, 
repining at this Advancement of a Stranger, endea- 
vour'd to diſturb him in his Government, and do 
him ill Offices with the Romans. Accordingly, upon 
Antcny's coming into Aſia to ſettle Matters there in 
the Intereſt of the Conquerors, after the Battle at 
Philippi, Ambaſſadors were ſent from the Jews to 
accuſe Phaſael and Hered for uſurping the Govern- 
ment from Hyrcanus, and abuling it to their own 
Uſe. Antony gave em a Hearing; but partly by Mo- 
ney and Preſents, partly by Herod's perſonal Intereſt 
with Antony, and partly on the Stock of the ancient 


Friendſhip contracted with his Father Aztipater, and 


in return of the good Offices he had mer with from 
him; Antony, by Conſent and Approbation of Hyr- 
canus (to whoſe Grandaughter, MARIAN E, Herod 
was lately contracted) confirm'd the twp Brothers 
in the Authority they already were poſſeſs'd of, 
and made em both Tetrarchs, committing the Af- 
fairs of Judaa to their Adminiſtration. 


Fortune now ſeem'd to ſmile on Hered ; but this 


Sunſhine was ſoon eclips'd by an intervening Cloud: 
For Antigonus, the younger Son of Ariſtobulus,Brother 


to Hyrcanus, (as above related) having procured the 
Aſſiſtance of the Parthians and other foreign Powers, 
- reſolves 
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reſolves upon the Deſtruction of Herd, (notwith- 
ſtanding he had before fail'd in the like Attempt) 
and the Depoſition of his Uncle Hyrcanus ; in which 
he ſo well ſucceeded, that he got poſſeſſion of the 
Crown, had Phaſael the Brother of Herod, and Hyr- 
canus deliver'd up to him in Chains; the latter of 
which had his Ears bit off by his unnatural Nephew, 
and the former boldly beat out his own Brains, ra- 
ther than become the Object of Triumph, or Cru- 
elty : Nay, Hercd himſelf was fo ſtreighten'd, that 
he was forc'd to make his Eſcape by Night, and, 
leaving Judza, took a dangerous Voyage to Rome, 
wherein he was like to have periſh'd, to pay his 
Duty to Antony and Auguſtus; to whom he made an 
ample Recital of his own Diſaſters, and the Barba- 
rity practis'd by the Uſurping Autigonus. 


The ſad Story of Herod's Adventures, his own 
Misfortunes, and the Diſtreſs of his Wife Mariamne 
and her Relations, affectionately mov'd Antony with 
a generous Compaſſion for him. The Honourable 
Deterence he paid to the Memory of his Father 
Antipater, from whoſe Friendſhip he had receiv'd 
innumerable good Offices, together with a juſt Re- 
flection that from the Unſteadineſs of Fortune in 
raiſing up and caſting down, he might e'er long 
himſelf need the Protection of ſome Friendly Power, 
join'd with a virtuous Senſe of what was due to the 
Character of ſo excellent a Perſon, made Antony de- 
termine in himſelf to ſhew ſome particular Mark 
of Favour to Herod : in which he had the ready 
: Concurrence of Auguſtus, partly upon the ſcore of 
© Acknowledgement for former Services, and partly 
For old Acquaintance-ſake between the two Families. 


Hzxxop, in this Addreſs to the Roman Power, 
had then undoubtedly no other Views than to 
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procure the Kingdom for Ariſtobulus, the Brother 
of Mariamne, his contracted Wife, without purpo- 
ſing any other Advantage to himſelf, than that he 
might rule the Country under him, as his Father 
Antipater had under this Ariſtobulus's Grandfather 
Hyrcauus. But Antony, to ſignalize his Reſpect to 
him, and, as ſome ſay, to fill his own Coffers (a 
Fine being to be paid to him for this Coronation) 
contrary to an ancient Cuſtom of the Romans, com- 
monly practis'd in ſuch Caſes, not to paſs over the 
Royal Line of any dependant Kingdom, and grant 


the Crown to one that was an Alien to it, procurd 
this Grant for Herod. 


A Senate upon this Occaſion was conven'd, into 
which Herod being introduc'd, his own Merits and 


the good Offices of his Family towards the Roman 


People were amply related, and Antigonus ſet forth 
as a publick Enemy, and one whoſe Inſolence de- 
ſerv'd Chaſtiſement, in preſuming to accept of a 


Crown from the Parthians Hands, in Contempt of 
the Roman Authority. Upon which the royal Dig- 


nity was decreed to Herod by the unanimous Sut- 
frage of the whole Aſſembly, and Antigonus declar'd 
an Enemy to the Roman State. 


Upon the breaking up of the Senate, Herod was 
conducted by the Conſuls, and Senators, and other 
Magiſtrates up to the Capitol; Oftavius and An- 
tony going on each fide of him: and the Decree be- 
ing there depoſited among the publick Records of 
the State, he was ſolemnly inaugurated into the 
Kingdom according ro the Roman Uſage. Antony 
congratulated the new King upon his Acceſſion to 
his Authority with a moſt magnificent Treat upon 


the firſt Day of his Reign. 
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But as yet he was but a King in Embryo, having 
an empty Title, but no People to govern ; in order 
therefore for the acquiring theſe Dominions, thus 
beſtow'd upon him, he made all Expedition back to 
Judæa, where being ſupported by the Roman Pow- 
er, and the Aſſiſtance of his Friends, he immedi- 
ately ſet himſelf to the expelling of his declar'd 
Enemy, and the relieving thoſe, who, on his ac- 
count, were reduc'd to the laſt Diſtreſs. His Mo- 
ther, Wife, Siſter and other Relations, as well as 
Friends, were ſtrongly beſieg'd by Aztigonus ; and 
were brought to ſuch Extremities, that they were 
once upon the point of making a deſperate Attempt 


to abandon the Town, and take their Flight to 
Arabia, 


Hrrop, as well out of a tender Affection to 
his betroth'd MaRIAUxE, (who was a Lady of the 
greateſt Beauty, and the greateſt Merit of any of 
her Time) as to give Demonſtration of his Piety 


and filial 'T'enderneſs, after the ſecuring a Place of 


the utmoſt Importance to him, march'd immediate- 
ly to their Relief ; and having rais'd the Siege, and 
receiv'd all his Friends, he march'd back to joyn 
Pentidius's Lieutenant, and with him to inveſt Jeru- 
ſalem, thereby to render himſelf Maſter of the 
whole Jewiſh Nation. 


But notwithſtanding that his Army encreas'd 
daily, and that Galilee was almoſt entirely in his In- 
tereſt, and ſeveral other 'Towns declar'd themſelves 
his Friends, he found it a Work of Labour and Time 
to ſettle himſelf in the full and abſolute Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne, to which Mark Antony's Friendſhip 
had rais'd him; for Antigonus, partly by Bribery, 
and partly by his Intereſt and Policy, impeded the 
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Proſecution of this Affair with that Vigour which 
was expected. Ventidius's Lieutenant, Silo, was not 
free from Corruption, a modiſh Vice at that time ; 
and Antigonus, who well knew the Prevalency of 
Gold, took care to make that his Mediator upon all 
Occaſions : Herod, tho” his Power was great, could 
not, neither dar d to act in Oppoſition to the Ro- 
maus; and Silo was too ſenſible of his own Intereſt 
to aſſiſt Herod, as in Duty he was commanded : Ju- 
dæa, in the mean time, was a miſerable Scene of 
Deſolation and Ruin. 


But all theſe Misfortunes terminated in Time 
to Herod's Glory 3; for after many gallant Acts, 
wherein he acquir'd great Repution, he march'd 
to Antony, then beſieging Samoſata, with In- 
tent to give him an Account of his Treat- 
ment in Judæa by the Romans, and to aſſiſt him 
in the Reduction of that Place. He made what 
Diſpatch he could, and at his Arrival put a 
9 End to the Sicge ; for he deſtroy'd a Multi- 
tude of the Barbarians, and a great Part 5 the Booty 
fell to his Share. He ſtood highly endear'd to An- 
tony on account of former Obligations, but more 
upon this Oocaſion than ever, Which contributed 
exceedingly to his Honour, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Jewiſh Crown upon his Head ; for the Sur- 
render of the Town, putting an End to the War, 
Antony gave the Government of the Province, and 
the Command of the Army to us, with ſtrict Or- 
ders to aſſiſt Herod upon all Occaſions. Soſius here- 
upon ſent away two Legions with the King to Ju- 
dæa, for the Guard of his Perſon ; and march'd al- 
terward himſelf with the reſt of the Army. 


Upon his Return to Judæa, after having taken 
Revenge for his Brother Joſeph's Death, who in an 
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unadvis'd Engagement, which was contrary to his 
Brother's expreſs Command, had been ſlain by An- 
tigonus's Party, he brought a great Army into the 
Field, and laid cloſe Siege to Jeruſalem. His Affairs 
having now a molt favourable Aſpect, and all things 
promiſing to ſucceed according to his Wiſh, he left 
his Army beſieging Jeruſalem, and repair'd to Sa- 
maria, there to conſummate his Marriage with 
Maxriamvxs, whom he had left in that Town, during 
the inteſtine Commotions in Judæa, for her greater 
Security. 


Hxrop, in theſe Nuptials, not only gratified 
his Delight and Satisfaction, for ſhe was a moſt 
beautiful Lady; but ftrengthen'd hi Intereſt and 
Claim to the Jewiſh Crown. She was doubly de- 
ſcended from Alexander Jannæus, formerly men- 
tion'd, to whom ſhe was great Grandaughter both 
by Father and Mother. This Alexander, as we ob- 
ſerv'd in the Opening of this Hiſtory, left two 
Sons, Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus ; Hyrcanus had an 
only Daughter call'd Alexandra, who intermarrying 
with Alexander, the eldeſt Son of Ariſtobulus, and 
Brother to Antigonus, the preſent Competitor with 
Herod, had by him Mariamne, and a Son nam'd Ari- 


ſtobulus, for whom Herod pretended to be endeavour- 
ing toprocure the Crown at the Hands of Antony, 
as abore related, when there was a Preſent made of 


it to himſelf. | 


This was one of the greateſt Acts of Policy that 


ever Herod was Maſter of; for the Jews of thoſe 
times having generally a zealous Veneration and At- 
2 fection for the Aſmonæan Family, Herod thought by 
2 marrying this Lady, he ſhould the eaſter reconcile 
the People to him; and this made him fo earneſt 


for the Conſummation. 'The Event in ſome mea- 
ſure 
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ſure anſwer' d his preſent Expectations, and more 
firmly ſecured to him the Affections of thoſe Friends 
he already had, and the bringing over many more. 
After the Nuptial Solemnity was over, he return'd 
to the Siege of Jeruſalem, which with Sous he 
1 proſecuted with the utmoſt Vigour : And altho' 
Z the Beſieg'd made a noble Defence (for the Town 
held out fix or ſeven Months) yet being inferior to 
the Romans in Conduct, and the Military Art, they 
were at length over-power'd, and Antigonus in a 
mean and abje& manner ſubmitting himſelt to So- 
fiur, who thereupon in deriſion call'd him Antigona, 
was pur in Chains, and ſent to Antony then at 
Antioch. And this put an end to the Reign of the ' 
Aſmonzan Family, who from Judas Maccabaus had 
held the Reins of Government for above 120 
Years. 


0 


'Tho* the taking this Metropolis was the eſta- 
bliſhing Herod in the entire Exerciſe of his Royal 
Authority over Judæa, yet it freed him not from 
Apprehenſions ot Danger, ſhould Antigonus be pre- 
ſerved. His firſt Buſineſs was to promote and pro- 
vide for ſuch as were his Friends, having amaſs'd 
the Royal Furniture ; with that rich Booty in 
Goods, Gold, and Silver that had been taken away 
by the wealthy Citizens, he made a mighty Pre- 
ſent to Antony to ſecure his Friendſhip, and at the * 
ſame time to procure the Death of Antigonus, the 
better to fix the Crown upon his own Head. I 


Antigonus not only took the Crown upon him, 
but alſo the arduous and honourable Office of High 
Prieſt, it having been a Cuſtom ſince the Rule of 
the Maccabees, for the Jews to be govern'd by their 
High Prieſt; thereby connecting in one, the Su- 
preme Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Power. Herod being 


ap- 
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apprehenſive of ſome” Miſchief ariſing from this 


Cuſtom, ſent for Ananel, an obſcure Prieſt reſiding 


in Babylon, and a Deſcendant. of thoſe who had 


ſettled there after the Babyloniſh Captivity, to take 


upon him the Pontifical Office. What chiefly re- 
commended him to this Choice, was the Obſcurity 
and Meanneſs of the Man; that being a Perſon 
without Intereſt or Credit, he might not, by virtue 
of his high Station, interfere with the Royal Au- 
thorny. 4 e | 


This Proceeding in prejudice of Ariſtobalus, the 


Brother of Marianne, and the laſt of the Aſnonæan 


Race, highly exaſperated his Mother Alexandra, 
the Daughter of Hyrcanus, She was a Woman of a 
great Spirit, as well as a great Underſtanding ; and 


knowing that her Son had an equal Claim to. the 


Crown and the High Prieſthood, could not patient- 
ly fit down and ſee him depriv'd of both. In this 


Diſcontent ſhe wrote to Cleopatra, to mediate. in 


her behalf with Anteny, that the Pontificate might 
be conferr'd on Ariſtobulys. This Letter did not 
gain an immediate Anſwer ; but Geliius, a Favourite 
of Antony's, being at that time in Judæa, had the 
good Fortune to ſee Ariſtobulus and Mariamae, 
whom he look'd upon to be two of the moſt grace- 
ful Perſons that ever his Eyes beheld. He compli- 
mented Alexandra upon being the Parent of two 
ſuch noble Perſonages, and was laviſh, even to 
Flattery, in their Praiſes. He recommended it to 


her, ro make a Preſent of their Pictures to Antony, 


aſſuring her it would procure any good Office ſhe 
could deſire from Antony. Upon this Conſideration, 
ſhe ſent the Pictures by Gellius ; who having deter- 
min'd to engage the Mind of Antony by the Charms 
of the beauteous Mariamne, he with the moſt ex- 


uberant Praiſes ſet forth the Ornaments of her Per- 
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fon ſo much beyond the ordinary Rate of Fleſſi 


and Blood, that ſhe ſeem'd rather an Angel, than 
one of Human Race. This work'd up Antony to a 
Paſſion for the beauteous Mariamne ; but partly in 
regard to Cleopatra, partly out of reſpe& to Herod, 
his faithful Ally, he ſtifled the publick owning of it. 
But he wrote to Herod, with an Invitation to Ari- 
ſtobulus, if it ſtood with his Convenience. 


Herod, who, with his Jealouſy, had a moſt pene- 
trating Eye into the Plots and Contrivances of 
others, was too jealous of the Conſequences which 
might attend his ſuffering Ariſtobulus to go to Antony, 


to give his Conſent. However, he handſomely ex- 


cuſed himſelf to Antony; and, tho much againſt his 


| Inclination, gratify'd his Wife and Mother in depo- 


ſing Ananel, and advancing Ariſtobulus to the Ponti- 
ficate. ; 1 0 2 


Alrriſtobulus was right Heir to the Crown, which 
Herod, by the Favour of the Romans, enjoy d: He was 
a very beautiful young Man, tall and graceful to ad- 
miration, having all the perſonal Advantages of Come- 
lineſs, and the Dignity of a great Soul, in the very 
Face of him. He was the Hope and Admirat ion 
of the People of the Jeu, on whom they had 
built great Expectations of future Felicity; and ſo 


ſanguine were they in their good Wiſhes for him, 


and ſo imprudent in the publick acknowledging 
of em, that their very Love contributed to the 


Deſtruction of the beloved Object. Herod look'd 


upon theſe Teſtimonies of their Affection with a 
Jealous Eye, and therefore determin'd with himſelf 


to get rid of ſo formidable a Rival; for which 


purpoſe he laid the following Scheme. 
Upon the breaking up of the Feaſt of the Ta- 


bernacles, Herod took part of an Entertainment 
| with 
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with Alexandra at Jerico, and engag'd Ariftobulus to 
bear him company. After Dinner was over, ſeveral 
of the Retinue withdrew, into the Cool of the 
Shade, to certain large Fiſh-ponds there at hand, 
with a purpoſe to bathe : the Heat of the Seaſon 
being too great to admit of any ſtirring Exerciſe. 
Ariſtobulus was tempted to bathe with *em, which 
he, fearleſs of any private 'Treachery, readily com- 
ply'd with ; but no ſooner was he plung'd in the 
Water, but his Companions, more treacherous than 
that Element, who had it betore given in charge how 
to behave themſelves, began to ſport with each 
other; and laying hold on this Opportunity, they 
kept dipping and ducking Ariſtobulus, and held 
him ſo long under Water, that he was really 


drown'd. This was done under the pretence of 


Diverſion, and all Endeavours were uſed to make it 
paſs for an unfortunate Accident, conſequent to an 
innocent Frolick. 


Never was greater and more univerſal Lamenta- 


tion made, than for this promiſing Youth, who was 


the Darling of the Jewiſh Nation ; in which Griet, 
Herod ſhew'd himſelf moſt deeply affected. His 
Hypocriſy extended itſelf to the acting the part of 


a great Mourner ; and cloath'd his Looks, his 
Words and Behaviour with ſuch a Garb of Since- 


rity and unaffected Sorrow, as might have eaſily 
deceiv'd ſome of the moſt cautious and leaſt ſuſcep- 
tive of Credulity. He commanded his Body to be 


interr'd with all the Funeral Pomp and Solemnity 


that could be paid to the moſt ſublime Merit, or the 
greateſt of Friends: And this piece of Magnificence 


he ſhew'd to the Memory of this deſerving Prince, 


with a View of taking off the Reproach which 
otherwiſe he apprehended would fall on him, on 
ſuſpicion of his being privy to this barbarous Act. 


e 
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Such was the diſaſtrous End of Ariftobulus ; a 
Prince ſo accompliſhed, that Nature ſeem'd to have 
framed him to be the Obje& of Defire and Admi- 
ration: A Prince, in whom was ſtor'd all the 
(Glory of the Royal Houſe of the Aſmonzans ; who 
was to haye married the Mitre with the Diadem, 
and rais'd all the Hopes of a loſt Race ! Bur thoſe 
Hopes were cut ſhort by this moſt treaſonable Prac- 
tice, in an Age, in a Beauty, in an Innocency, 
which made the Accident as full of Pity, as it was 
unſurniſh'd of Remedies. 


In the general Lamentation which attended this 


- 


Dilaſter, Alexandra his Mother, and the Royal Ma- 


iamne, bore an ample Share. Alexandra had reaſon 
to be the chief Mourner, and it was an Aggravation 
of her Calamity, that tho? ſhe was convinc'd of the 
Treachery and its Author, ſhe was yet glad to 
diſſemble that Knowledge for fear of a worſe Miſ- 
chief, Such, however, was the Outrage of her 
Deſpair, that ſhe was many times about to lay vio- 
lent hands upon herſelf : but ſtill ſhe check'd her 
Paſſion, 1n hopes that if ſhe could but ſurvive the 
Senſe of the flagitious Murther, without diſcover- 


ing what ſhe knew of the Contriver of it, ſhe might 
live to ſee an Opportunity of Revenge. The ſad 


Mariamne, altho' infinitely patient, had much ado 
to reſiſt the impetuous Violences of ſo juſt a Sor- 
row. She lov'd this Brother of hers molt dearly, 
as her true Image, and as the laſt Hope af her 


ſinking Houſe. | 
But, flow was the Comfort of this artful Diſſi- 


mulation to a Mother's Agony, puſhing for Re- 
yenge : She ſoon joins the Paſſion of her Sorrow to 
the Reſolution of her Vengeance; and gave notice 
to Cleopatra of all that had paſs'd in ſo pathetical a 
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Letter, that every Word ſeem'd to be ſteep'd in 
Tears of Blood. Cleopatra, who had ever been 
ready to ſerve Alexandra, contracted ſo generous a 
Compaſſion for her upon this Occaſion, thar ſhe 
eſpouſed her Intereſt as her own: and preſs'd and 
ply'd Antony with perpetual Importunities, to ſee 
Juſtice done upon the Author of ſo barbarous a 
Murther. She laid before him, the Baſeneſs of the 
Thing, and how diſhonourable it would be for him 
to ſuffer a King of his own making, and the Uſur- 
per of another Man's Right, to commit ſo horrid 
an Outrage upon the lawful Heir of the Govern- 
ment, and to come off at laſt unpuniſh'd. | 


Antony, who knew Herod to be his Creature, 
would not willingly underſtand theſe Complaints : 
notwithſtanding, to ſatisfy the Importunities of 
Cleopatra, he proteſted to her with the moſt ſolemn 
Vehemence, that he would ſend for Herod and 
examine the Buſineſs ; and if he were found guilty 
of ſuch a Villany, he would inflict an exemplary 
Puniſhment upon him. Anton), accordingly, going 
early that Year into Syria (in which Journey Cleopa- 
tra accompanied him) he cited Herod there to ap- 
pear before him to anſwer this heinous Accuſa- 
dion. | 


This Summons was an unexpected Clap of 


Thunder to Herod, which moſt powerfully awaken'd 


him when he leaſt thought of it, and put ſuch. 


Terrors upon him as are not to be imagin'd. On 
one fide, he had before him the Image of his Of- 


fence, and the Voice of Blood, which rung in his 
Ears: On the other ſide, he ſaw all his Fortune 
depended on Mark Antony, who at that time tranſ- 
acted nothing but by the Counſel of Cleopatra, his 
mortal Enemy. But no Fears or Conſiderations ſo 


(30) 

much troubled his Brain, as a furious Jealouſy : 
For he imagin'd that Antony, a licentious wanton 
Prince, one that courted all the Princely Beauties 
in the World, had the like Deſign on his Wife, 
whoſe Picture he formerly had; and that, with the 
more eaſe to enjoy her Embraces, he would 
wake him ſerve as a Sacrifice for the fatal Amour. 
While he was under theſe Perplexities, he was ir- 
reſolute and doubtful what Courſe to ſteer ; One 
while, he ſeem'd to reſolve to undergo a voluntary 
Baniſhment ; one while, to meet his Death, rather 
than to ſtand an Enquiry which he knew not how 
to anſwer. 


Antom, in the mean time, preſſing for his 
Summons to be anſwer'd, Delays and Excuſes but 
thruſt Herod into further Suſpicions : Neceſſarily, 


he muſt go; or refuſing, ſubmit to drop the Inte- 


reſt of Antony, and with it, his Kingdom. Here, 
therefore, is to be obſerv'd the Hypocriſy of the 
Man! He takes his Leave with the moſt complaiſant 
Formality of his Mother-in-Law Alexandra, and his 


Wife Mariamne; without ſeeming to be amaz'd, 


without Complaint, or Appearance of Diſcontent, 


and as if he had only a ſhort Journey of Pleaſure to 
take. 


| Herod, on leaving Judæa to go to Antony, as he 
had a particular Confidence in his Siſter Salome, ap- 


pointed her Husband Joſeph, who was likewiſe his 
Uncle, to have the Adminiſtration of the Govern- 


ment, and the Care of his Family during his Ab- 


ſence. This Honour was to be ſeconded with a 


further Truſt, which was to be repoſited with the 
utmoſt Secrecy. A double Jealouſy of Antony ſtuck 
upon his Thoughts ; and if the firſt Part of his 


Fears happen'd to be executed on himſelf, he was 


reſoly*d 
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* reſolv'd to provide a Prevention againſt the ſecond, 
' which he moſt dreaded, on the Perſon of Mariamze. 
He therefore took Joſeph aſide before his Departure, 
and gave him the following ſolemn Charge. 


Uncle, (ſaid he) you are no Stranger to the Orcaffon 
which tranſports me to Laodicea, which truly is a fe- 
were Difficulty upon me, ſeeing my Tunocence is aſſaulted 
by powerful and ſecret Malice ; ; which would be jo much 
the more dreadful, if it had as much Effect as it carries 
Paſſion, But 7 hope to find Daylight through the Storm, 
and that you ſhall ſze me return triumphant over Calum- 
ny thro my Integrity, as I have already rais'd Trophies 
over HoſtiIity by the Force of my Arms. If God ſpall otherwiſe 
diſpoſe of ne, be aſſur d, it is a meer Plot prepar'd againſ? 
me for the Beauty of my Mie, on whom Mark Antony 
may perhaps have ſome Deſign ; and this may be a Cauſe 
| to ſhorten my Days, that he thereby may get more Liberty 
; for his unbridled Paſſ on. But I for the preſent conjure 
Jon, by the Love which I have born you, by my Fortune 
: which you reverence, by Blood and Nature; if, happily, 
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you hear I am otherwiſe uſed than my Quality and Inno- 
cence demand, never let the Death of Herod be waited on 
with the Injury of his Bed. Preſerve the Kingdom for 
yourſelf and Offspring, aud cauſe my Wife inſtantly to 
take her Leave of this World to accompany me in the o- 
ther. Kill her courageouſly, leſt another enjoy her after | 
| Death : for if the Souls of the Dead have any Feel- | 
ing of the Affairs of this World, That ſhall ſerve me for 


a Conſolation, 


Joſeph, tho? ſtartled at the extravagant Propoſi- 
tion, implicitly promiſes to perform to the, Tenour 5 
of it, if Neceſſity ſhould fatally require: And He- 
rod ſets forth his compulſive Journey, with Confi- 
dence in his nene, but Deſpair in his 


Wi — 


Heart. 
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While the Tyrant was abſent, Joſeph, by virtue 
of his delegated Power, made frequent Viſits to 
the Royal Mariamne, ſometimes to treat of the Af- 
fairs of State with her, ſometimes to pay his Com- 
pliment as to his Sovereign. Frequent Interviews 
created a Paſſion in him, which all his Reaſon, and 
the Improbability of Succeſs, could not hinder, His 
growing Fondneſs, it ſeems, made him unguarded 
in his Conduct, and laviſh in his Tongue: And 
Occaſion offering to mention Herod's Love for Ma- 
riamne, a Topick which Alexandra her Mother op- 
pos'd with Warmth and Deriſion, Joſeph, in the 
Fulneſs of his Heart told the Queen, "That what- 
ever the Opinion of Alexandra might be, he could 
give a clear and ample "Teſtimony of his Kinſman's 


| ardent Affection: For in caſe, added he, Sev erities 


ſhould be prattis'd on his Safety by the Sentence of An- 
tony, he has commanded me, by the ſtrongeſt Ties, to 
kill you ; not being able to ſupport the Thought of your 


ſurviving him, aud being enjoy'd by his Rival, to whoſe 


Paſſion he falls a Victim. 


At this Diſcovery, Mariamne turn'd pale with 
Horror; and the Barbarity of the Injunction made 
ſuch an Impreſſion on her, that ſhe conſtrued it an 


Effect of his Tyramick Diſpoſition, and not an Efort of | 


the YVehemence of his Paſſion. 


It was not long before Herod return'd to Judæa, 
(contrary to the Expectations of many, certain Ru- 


mours having been ſpread of his Death) and prided 


himſelf in the Teſtimonies of his Juſtification, and 
the renew'd Friend ſhip of Antony. Upon his Ar- 
rival, his Ears were fill'd with ſtrange Repreſenta- 
tions of Things that had happen'd in his Family du- 
ring his Abſence ; Salome, his Siſter, a Woman of 

| an 


633) 


an inveterate and implacable Spirit, and one who ha- 
ted the Queen for her Beauty and Virtues, told him 
all that Memory or malicious mA Za could ſuggeſt 
to prejudice her in the Opinion of Herod : She fill'd 
his Head with a Jealouſy of her being diſloyal, ac- 
cuſing her of having too great a Familiarity with 
Joſeph; and thereby ſhe endeavour'd to work the 
Deſtrucion of Both, tho' Joſeph was both her Un- 
cle and Husband : but the invidious Salome was 
content to ſacrifice him, ſo ſhe might wreak her 
Revenge on the Queen. For Mariamne, being a 
Lady of excellent Beauty, and high-born, and on 
both theſe accounts of as high a Spirit, ſhe look d 
down upon Salome as one of a low Original in re- 
ſpect of her, and had reproach'd her with it, which 
Salome xeceiv d in deep Reſentment; determining 
with herſelf to be reveng'd on her, at any Hazard 
or Expence: and this was the Reaſon of her pre- 
ſent Accuſation againſt her. e 


This, at firſt, put Herod into a furious Fit of Jea- 
louſy againſt his Wife; for as his Love to her was 
very great, ſo his Jealouſy bore a proportionable Ex- 

ceſs of Paſſion. But when the Violence of his Rage 

Was over, and the firſt Aſſaults of that turbylent 

Paſſion had loſt their Force in a more cool and ſedate 
Reflection on his Siſter's Accuſation, he was foon 
convinc'd of Mariamne's Innocence: And with all 
the Submiſſion that returning Love, or the Senſe 
that an unjuſt Accuſation oF the brighteſt Virtue 


could prompt him to, he moſt humbly begg d Her 
Pardon for his too eaſy Credulity, in imagining her 
ſpotleſs Chaſticy could be infected with the leaſt 
Taint or Corruption; and in the Height of this 
rapturous Extaſy of Love, made many Proteſtations 
of that ardent and — Affection he ah 
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her. 'Theſe Aſſeverations brought 'em in con- 
cluſion to Tears and Embraces, Conſequences 
uſual in ſuch Love-Enconunters ; and the more dif- 
fident Mariamne appear'd of the good Faith of 
Herod's Affection, the more eager and ſollicitous 
was he to confirm her in the Aſſurance of it. 
'This betray'd Mariamne to a Weakneſs, which 
otherwiſe ſhe might have guarded herſelf againſt ; 
and engag'd her to reveal that Secret, ſo fatal to 
herſelf, and thoſe with whom it was entruſted. 
Yes, yes, ſaid ſhe, was a notable Sign of a loving 
Husband, indeed, to order the putting of his innocent 
Wife to death, in caſe he ſhould happen to die him- 


ep. 


At theſe Words, ſurpriz'd into a freſh Fit of 
jealous Rage, he flung himſelf out of her Arms, 
tearing his Hair, and crying out like a Mad- 
man: It is now as clear as the Sun, ſaid he, that 
| Joſeph has corrupted my Wife ; for nothing leſs than 
the Power of ſuch a Confidence, could ever have ex- 
 torted from him a Secret that was committed with ſo 
much Caution and Truſt. In this Tranſport and 
Impotency of Paſſion, he had it in his Thought 
to lodge his Dagger in the Breaſt of the fair 
Mariamne ; but his ardent Affection, checking the 
firſt Start of his impetuous Anger, he overcame, 
tho* with much difficulty, this Provocation. 
But the Violence of his Wrath was vented all 
upon Joſeph and Alexandra: The firſt he put to 
death, without ſo much as giving him Leave to 
plead in Juſtification of his Innocence and Inte- 


| rity, and the other he put in Chains, and lock'd 


her ſafe up in Priſon ; looking upon her to be the 


Root and Cauſe of all the Miſchief that diſturb'd 
his Family. | 
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What Reſentment and Behaviour Mariamne 
ſhew'd upon theſe two violent and extraordinary 
Acts of Herod, the Murther of a Man, by Mar- 
riage his near Relation, ( who was no otherwiſe 
chargeable with Guilt, than an imprudent re- 
vealing a Secret of the laſt Importance, tho? 
with deſign to promote, not obſtru&, the 
Love of Mariamne to her Husband ) and the 
Confinement of her Mother, Hiſtory affords us 
no Light into. But if we may ground an Opi- 
nion upon probable Con jecture, that Sweetneſs of 
Temper, which added Luſtre to her other 


Charms, and that Patience and Reſignation, 


which her Religion had with the deepeſt Im- 
preſſions fix'd on her Mind, could never give 
leave to her indulging even a Thought of Revenge 
upon her Husband, to whom, by the moſt ſacred 
Ties, ſhe ow'd all Duty and Obedience: And 
Herod's returning Affection ſoon prevail'd on her 
ſoft Nature, flexible at all Times with the greateſt 
eaſe to any good Action ; and reſtord in ſome 
meaſure Peace and Tranquillity to the Family, 
which but for her excellent Condeſcenſion, muſt 


have been a Scene of perpetual Diſcord and Con- 


tention. 


For ſome few Years, Herod enjoy 'd the full 
Proiperity of a peaceable Poſſeſſion of ric [Jewiſh 
Throne, till a fatal Accident happen'd, Which 


not only affected him, but indeed the whole 


World beſides. Auguſtus, the Roman Emperor, 


had receiv'd frequent Indignities, and Marks of 
Contempt from Antony, but moſt eſpecially was 
he provok'd at the Slight paſt upon his Siſter 


Octavia, whom Mark Antony had forſaken for the 


Embraces of a laſcivious and infamous Woman. 
pms gh This 
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This Difference grew to ſuch a Height, that not- 
withſtanding the Mediation, and ght, ther « of 
the greateſt Perſonages, and thoſe of ſupreme Au- 
thority, Friends to Peace in general, and to the 
contending Parties in particular, no Accommoda- 
tion could be brought about: But each raiſing 
what Forces they could, at laſt came to an Engape- 
ment. Herod was defirous of aff ſting his Friend 
Autony, to whom upon the Score of antient Fa- 
vours, he had the greateſt Obligations; in this, 
from the over-ruling Power of Cleopatra, he was 
prevented, and by Antony commanded to march 
againſt the Arabians, and not bring his Men to Bat- 
tle againſt Octavius Cæſar. This deſigning Wo- 
man had a double Proſpect in this Expedition. 
She hated Herod, among other things, for having 
retus'd to comply with 3 Sollicitations to unlaw- 
ful Embraces; nor was the Arabian King better in 
her good Graces ; and thence ſhe propos'd to her- 
ſelf, that whoever of the contending Parties ſhould 
fall, ſhe ſhould gain the conquer'd Kingdom to 
herſelf, and thereby encreaſe her annual Revenues: 
for as ſhe was vaſtly vicious and extravagant, ſo was 
ſhe equally ambitious and covetous of Wealth and 
Honour. 


Tho' Herod was thus prevented in ſerving per- 
ſonally againſt Auguſtus, yet he Was too ſenfible of 
the Favour and Friendſhip he had always ſhewn 
to Antony, to imagine that Auguſtus could look 
upon him in any other Character, than that he 
Bas. in the Roll of His profeſs' d Tnemies. The 
attle at Afium having detided the Fate of 
mw Em ire, and broug ht Nn under the * 
and. r Goierninelit of one Man; who, 
doubt, would purſue the uſual Method: of Cor 
qQuerors in Proſecuting his Revenge, on thoſe bad 
a 
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had favour'd his Adverſaries, to their Deſtruction, 
and advance his faithful Followers to ſuch Ho- 
ndurs and Preferments as ſhould by this means 
become vacant: On this account, Herod, who 
knew he had ho Claim to the Title of his Friend, 
refolv'd by an artful Submiffion of himſelf to 
the Victor, to try to preſerve that Crown upon 
his Head, which as yet ſtood there in a very preca- 
rious manner. 


Cæſur was at this time come to Rhodes, after hav- 
ing been in Traly, to compoſe ſome Difturbances 
there among the Veterans for want of their Pay: 
Thither Herod detertnihes to repair, in order to 
pay his Duty to him; but with little Hope or 
Proſpe@ of Favour from him, toward a Man who 
had ſo heartily eſpouſed the Cauſe of Antony, and 
fo rviarkably Gonalized himſelf upon all Occa- 
ſions in his Intereſt. But twas neceſſary before 
he took his Journey, that the Affairs of his Realm 
ſfhould be ſettled in the ſafeſt manner for the In- 
tereſt of his Family, and the Peace and 2 
of his People during his Abſene. 


 Alitigonns, as we have abo relared, was put to 
death by Mark Antony at Antioch; and Ariſtobulns 
WIS drownid, Guthing at Jericho, both at the In- 
Ripation and by the Contrivance of Herod, who 
was jeulous of their Intereſt with the People, 
which might very much endanger his Crown. 
There remaitid now only HMicanus of all the A, 
monaum Family, who formerly had reign'd many 
Years; but, upon his being overcome by Anti- 
Lonus, he was carry'd Captive te Parthia, "whoſe 
King Had barons greatly 2 in his Orer- 
ROW 


Here 
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Here he continued ſome time a Priſoner; but 
Phraates getting the Crown of Parthia, receiv d 
him into Eros: releas'd him from his Chains, and 
gave him liberty, either to remain among the cap- 
tive Jews in Parthia, as their ſupreme Governour, 
or to return into Judæa. Hyrcanus being himſelf 
good natur'd, and of a grateful "T'emper, made a 
Judgment of others from himſelf; and upon hear- 


ing of Herod's Advancement, he flatter'd himſelf 


with the Hopes of great Returns from him, for 
former Favours. In conſequence to this Judgment, 
he made it his Choice to return into Judea ; in 
which Reſolution he was the more confirm'd, from 
the Invitation he receiv'd from Herod, who in a 
Letter told him, that ow was the time to ſhew his 
Gratitude to the Perſon he ſtood indebted to, both for his 
Bread and Life. And to make this have the greater 
Appearance of an honeſt Sincerity, he ſent Ambaſ- 
ſadors at the ſame time to Phraates with fair 
Words, and magnificent Preſents, to prevail with 
him on the Behalf of Hyrcanus, whom he ſtiled, his 
worthy Patron, and dear Friend, 


Hyrcanus thus releas'd, ſet forward in his Journey 
to Judæa, being amply ſupply'd with Money and 
Neceſſaries from the Jews in Babylon, for his Jour- 
ney. He ſafely arriv'd at Jeruſalem, where he was 
receiv'd by Herod with all the Demonſtrations of 
Duty and Affection, which could be expreſs'd by 
a Man full of a grateful Senſe of former Favours, 
to one who merited all he had from him. He gave 
him the firſt Place at all Meetings and Entertain- 
ments, treated him in the Stile of FATHER, and 


carry'd every thing on with ſuch an appearance of 


good Faith, that there was not the leaſt room for 
any poſſible Doubt or Jealouſy of the contrary. 
| | But 
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But this was all Countenance and Chicane, the 
better to ingratiate himſelf into the Aﬀections of 
the People, by ſuch a duteous Deference paid to a 
Perſon whom he had it in his power to deſtroy, if 
he thought convenient. LIN 


We have elſewhere obſerv'd upon the ſoft and 


indolent Temper of this Prince, and the Craft of 


his Daughter Alexandra, Mariamne's Mother. She 
was a Woman of an aſpiring, turbulent Spirit, im- 
potent in her Paſſions, and apt to make uſe. of all 
Opportunities, which gave any proſpect toward 
the Deſtruction cf Herod ; againſt whom ſhe had 


contracted an inveterate Hate, as well for his poſ- 


ſelling the Crown, to the prejudice of her Family, 
as for the Murther of her Son Ariſtobulus; tho” ſhe. 
endeavour'd to hide her Reſentments with a ſpeci- 
ous and fair Face of Friendſhip : But Herod was of 
too penetrating a Judgment to be thus deceiv'd. 


The Overthrow of Mark Antony at Actium, and 
the Shock that was given to Herod in the loſs of 
this his grand Support, gave the aſpiring Spirit of 
Alexandra freſh proſpe& of Succeſs. She was con- 
tinually preſſing her Father to think of ſome Ex- 
pedient to deliver his Family from the Oppreſſions 


of Herod, and provide for his own Security. Her 


Advice was, that he ſhould write to Malchus, at 
that time Governour of Arabia, and defire his 
Protection, in caſe a convenient Opportunity ſhould 


offer; grounding the Requeſt upon this Suppoſi- 


tion, that if Herod ſhould fall under the Diſplea- 
ſure of Cæſar, which was very probable, he could 
not fail of being reſtor'd to his former Dignity of 


the Crown, having an indiſputable Right and Title 


to it, .and the Good-will and Voices of the People 
concurrent to theſe Hopes. | 


Hyrcanus 
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Hyrcanus, little defirous of drawing on himſelf 
thoſe Cares and Sollicitudes which attend a Crown, 
gave but a cool Audience to the preſſing Inſtances 
of his Daughter: He was: too far advanc'd in 
Years, worn even to Decrepidneſs, (for he was 
above Fourſcore) to think of taking ſuch a weighty 
Charge upon himſelf. Nb, Danghter, ſaid he, when 
ſhe urg'd this as the favourable time Fortune had 
mark'd out for his Reſtoration to regal Authority, 
No, the time is come wherein I ſhould rather think of my 
Grave, thaw a regal Throne. Tou know what Opinion 


T had of Greatneſs, in an Age and Condition wherein 


riehtfully I might cheriſh it: I voluntarily forſook it, 
preferring Repoſe before all the Crowns of the World: 


Now that I am iu the Haven, would you recall me into 


the Storm ? ' Daughter, leave ſuch Counſels ; I have 


ſeen too many Miſeries; ſpeak to me of my Grave, not of 


Scepters. > 11 


This Repulſe, had it happen'd to any other 
than Alexandra, would certainly have put an end 
to all farther Sollicitations in ſuch a Cauſe : But 


her Spirit was too aſpiring, to quit her Suit upon 


the firſt Refuſal. She ſtill ply'd him ſtrongly, in- 


ſiauating that from the Examples of Herod's Cruel- 
ty, which were too manitelt to the World to be con- 
| cealed, that he could not look upon himſelf to be 
in a State of Security; and would by no means be 
engaged to give over her Intreaties, till ſhe had 
prevail'd on him to write this Letter to the Arabi- 
an King. At laſt he comply'd with her Deſires ; 


and committed 1t to the Care of one whoſe Friend- 


ſhip to himſelf and Daughter, and Enmity juſtly 


contracted againſt Herod on many accounts, gave no 
poſſible Colour for ſuſpicion of 'T reachery or. Deceit. 


Bur 
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But all this was not ſufficient to keep this 
Meſſenger faithful to the Truſt repoſed in him; 
for Doſitheus (ſo he was named) was ſo poor in 
Spirit, as to ſeek the Favour of that Man, whom 
he had hated on account of his putting his Bro- 
thers and other Relations to Death ; and choſe ra- 
ther to make an Intereſt with the King, than diſ- 
charge himſelf of the Truſt which was repoſed in 
him, in Confidence of his inviolable Fidelity. Herod, 
after having peruſed the Letter, thank'd him for the 
Inſtance of his Kindneſs, and gave him Orders to 
proceed in his Embaſſy, for he ſaid it would much 
concern him to know how the Arabian King 
would behave himſelf. Doſitheus proceeding in his 
Journey, ſoon brought a favourable Anſwer back 
Herod, upon the Receipt of this Anſwer, call'd 
Hyrcanus to him, and queſtion'd him with regard 
to his holding Correſpondence with the Arabian. 
Hyrcanus abſolutely deny'd it, but was confronted 
with the Arabian's Anſwer, and order'd immedi- 


ately to be put to Death. 


This was the State of the Caſe, as publiſhed 
by the Order of Herod ; but of the Truth of the 
Facts many doubted. Some ſay, that Herod at 
a publick Entertainment asked him, if he had re- 
ceiv'd any Letters from Makhus ? He anſwer d, 
Yes; but they were Letters only of courſe and 
common Civilities. If he had received any Pre- 
ſents from the Arabians ? He anſwer'd, Yes; four 
Horſes for his Pleaſure only. This Herod would 
have to be Treaſon and Corruption, and therefore 
order'd his immediate Execution. 


F 
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I ſhall not engage in a Diſpute upon the Pro- 
bability of either of theſe Relations; or how far 
|; Hyrcanus, who liv'd in an eaſy Security, could be 
prevail'd on to embark in ſuch a hazardous Un- 
[| dertaking. But this is, certain, that by the Rules 
l; and Maxims of Policy, the preſent Poſture of 
1 Affairs obliged Herod, for his own Security, to 

remove all Pretenders to the Judaic Crown; and 
the Dernier Right being veſted in Hyrcanus, the 
cutting him off would intirely put an End to the 
Aſmonæ an Claim. | 
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This was the End of Hyrcanus, after a ſtrange 
Variety of Fortune, in a long and troubleſome 
Life. He was advanc'd to the Pontificate in the 
Reign of his Mother Alexandra, upon whoſe De— 
ceaſe hè ſucceeded to the Government. He was 
driven from thence, in three Months after, by his 
younger Brother Ariſtobulus, and by Pompey re- 
ſtor'd to the Poſleſſion of all his Dignities, which 
he enjoy'd for forty Years: Then a ſecond Time 

he was dethron'd, by his Nephew Antigonus, aſſiſt- 
ed by the Parthians, and by them carried away 
Captive ; but upon Phraates's Acceſſion to the 
Parthian Throne, was ſet at liberty and honourably _ 
treated: By Herod invited into Judæa, he return'd 
to Jeruſalem, where he continu'd about ſeven 

Years, promiſing himſelf great Satisfaction and 
Quiet from his Friendſhip; but after ſo many 
Turns and Croſſes of a vexatious Fortune, he was 
put to an infamous Death in the Extremity of 
old Age. And tho' he was already upon the 
Brink, Herod's Impatience at this time would not 
ſufter Nature to take its Courſe, but violently 
plung' d him headlong into that Abyſs of Os 
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neſs, which he was ready to fall into by the 
meer Weakneſs of Human Nature. 


So ſoon as Herod had thus diſpatch'd Hr - 
canus, his next Work was to ſettle both his 
Publick and Domeſtick Affairs, before he pro- 
ceeded to wait upon Odtavius. He had a ſtrong 
Suſpicion of Alexandra, and not knowing what 
Advantage ſhe might make of his Abſence, to- 
wards the ſtirring up of the People to a Rebel- 
lion, he plac'd her, with her Daughter Mari- 
amne, in Alexandrion ; and put the Government 
of the Fort into the Hands of two of her moſt 
try'd and valued Friends, Joſeph his Treaſurer, 
and Sohemus an Iturean, under a Pretext of doing 
Honour to the Princeſſes, but, indeed, to ſerve 
other Ends which he had in view : And the Go- 
vernment of his Kingdom he lodg'd in the Hands 
of his Brother Pheroras, the better to ſecure to 
himſelf the Imperial Authority, in caſe he ſhould 
ſuffer under the Diſpleaſure of Auguſtus. 


All neceſſary Diſpoſitions being made, and 
Herod's laſt Orders given to his ſeveral Deputies, 
he embark'd with all expedition for Rhodes, there 
to preſent himſelf before Cæſar; revolving in his 
Mind the doubtful Event of this Voyage : For 
beſide the conſtant Friendſhip he had ar all times 
ſhew'd to Antony, he was ſtain'd with the bloody 


Marks of Hyrcanus's Death; which being ſo freſh, 


ſtrongly pleaded in bar to any Favour he might 
hope from Auguſtus, But he was a true Proteus, 
and made his Wit ſubſervient to his Intereſt : As 


he could not deny his ſteady Adherence to Anto- 


ny, he made a Virtue of that, which he knew at 
"I" : firſt 


( 44 ) 


fr{t would be imputed to him for a Crime; and 


preſuming upon the good Nature of Auguſtus, 


who was noble, generous and brave, and reward- 
ed his faithful Followers, with all thoſe Marks 
of his Eſteem and Regard, which themſelves 
could deſire, he aim'd to gain his Favour by the 
ſame Plea, by which even his Friends put in their 


Claim ; namely, an inviolable and unalterable Fi- 


delity to the Perſon of his Friend. 


Upon his Arrival at Rhodes, he was intro- 
duced to Cæſar, where he preſented himſelf 
without any Enſigns of Royalty and Grandeur; 
his Crown in his Hand, and himſelf clad in the 
Habit of a private Man ; but with a Mein of 
Majeſty, which gave a noble Teſtimony of 


the Greatneſs of his Mind; and ſcorning all ; 


poor evaſive Excuſes and Submiſſion, he thus 
frankly addreſt himſelf ro Auguſtus. 


1 am not come hither, great Casar, ſays he, 
to diſown the Sacredneſs of a Friendſhip I have ever 
had for Antony ; and I ſhall take a further Freedom 
to declare, that he ſhould have been Maſter of the 
World, if I could have made him fo. Tit true, I 
ua not perſonally in the laſt Battle with him, for 
my Commiſſion call*d me away againſt the Arabians ; 
but at the ſame Time I ſerv'd him to the utmoſt of 
my Power, with Money and Proviſions ; and I was 
forry T could do no more; for ſuch was the Tender- 
neſs ] had for Antony, and ſuch my Obligations to 
im, that I reckou'd my Life as much a Debt 10 
him, and it was effettually as much at his Devo- 
tion, as my Fortune. But fiuce I could not be with 
bim at Actium, I muſt yet juſtify my ſelf, * 7 
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| bad ſtill the ſame Affection for his Perſon and Cauſe, 


after that fatal Day, that I had before : Neither did 
1 fo much as waver at this Change of Fortune, to- 


ward the changing of my Party. Nay, in thoſe 


Occaſions, when I could not aſſiſt him with my Arms, 
I never fail*d to ſerve him with my Advice; which 
was to cut off Cleopatra in Time, and ſeize her 
Kingdom into his own Hands, as the only Courſe in 
Nature to preſerve him. If he had taken this Pre- 
caution, I dare appeal to Cæſar himſelf, whether 
he would not have thought it reaſonable to have 
treated with him at this Inſtant upon fairer 
Terms; but he choſe rather to go another Way to 
Mork; and, for want of Confideration, advanc d 


your Intereſt inſtead of his own. Nou, if you ſhall 


think the worſe of me for taking part with An- 
tony, becauſe you were his profeſſed Enemy ; this 
ſhall not hinder me yet from owning and juſtifying the 
Services I have done him. But if you ſhall be 
pleaſed now to confider the Quality, the Friendſhip, 
abſtracted from the Circumſtances of the Perſon, you 
will find in the Faith and Gratitude of the Caſe, 
fomewhat perhaps that may encourage you to make 


Tryal of it yourſelf ; for whether it be to Cæſar, or 


to Antony, the Dignity of Charafter will be ſtill the 
ſame. 1 5 


Theſe Words of Herod's were delivered with 
ſuch a frank and generous Air, and accompanied 
with ſo moving a Grace, that Auguſtus, who 
had in him naturally a Greatneſs and Benignity 
of Mind, was not able to refiſt the Charms of 
his Defence He took up the Crown, which 
Herod had laid at his Feer, and placing it 
upon his Head, he ſaid, HERO D, be ſafe and 


happy , 
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happy, and a King ſtill ; and be aſſur d of this, your 
Crown ſhall fit firmer on your Head than ever. So 
good a Friend cannot but make a good Governor. 
Pray be as faithful to the Fortunate, as you have 
been to thoſe in Adverſity ; and I cannot but pro- 
miſe my ſelf great Things, from the Dignity of ſo 
great a Mind. As to Antony's hearkening to Cleo - 
patra rather than to you, his Folly has made us 
all Gainers, for we had never had Herod elſe. 
I muſt not forget the Enforcements you ſent to Ven- 
tidius, againſt Antony's Gladiators, and that you 
were beforehand with me in that Obligation. Mpere- 
fore, content yourſelf at preſent with the Confirma- 
tion of the Kingdom to you, and I ſhall take ſuch 
further Care for the Future, that you may have no 


Loſs of Antony. 


Ceſar, after this Speech, with great Huma- 
nity adjur'd Herod not to doubt of his Friend- 
ſhip, of which he ſhould, upon all occaſions, 
receive moſt certain and indubitable Proofs ; 
which he confirm'd by procuring for him a 
Decree of the Senate in his Favour, whereby 
he was re-inſtated and ſecur'd in the Poſſeſ- 
fion of his Kingdom, which was a Felicity ſo 
much beyond Herod's Expectation, that no- 
thing could be more ſurprizing to him. Upon 
this Eſtabliſhment, he attended Auguſtus into 
Egypt, treating both him and his Friends 
upon the Way with a Magnificence of Pomp, 
and Preſents ſuitable to the Perſon and the 
Obligation ; and every way anſwerable to the 

Largeneſs of his Heart; and by ſuch Com- 
munications of Bounty and Munificence, he 
acquir'd the Character of the en 

Prince 
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Prince under Heaven, and one for whoſe Mind 
the Kingdom of Judæa was too little. 


Herod being much pleaſed with his good 
Succeſs, and the Confirmation of his Crown, 
which, for his late Services to Anthom, he al- 
moſt doubted Cæſgqar would be inclin'd to ſtrip 


him of, haſten'd his Return into his own Do- 


minions. Upon his coming home, in the 
Height of all his Glory, he found a diſorder'd 
Family, and his Wife and Mother-in-law mi- 
ſerably out of Humour. The Latter particu- 
larly reſented her being a Priſoner in that 
Caſtle, where Herod pretended to have lodged 
her for the Security of her Perſon : And Mari- 
amne, 1n whoſe Converſation he moſt delight- 
ed, was ſo far imbittered againſt him, that ſhe 
rejected all his Careſſes with the utmoſt A- 
verſion, and when he thought to pleaſe her 
by relating the Particulars of his Journey, and 
the Succeſs, inſtead of taking any Satisfa- 
ction herein, ſhe anſwered him only with 
Sighs and Groans, and ſuch a Behaviour as 
plainly expreſſed, ſhe would have been ber- 
ter pleaſed, had he never returned from this Jour- 
ney, but had utrer)y periſh'd in it. 


It would be doing an Injury to the com- 


placent Temper of Mariamne, to fignify this 


Diſguſt and rigid Behaviour of hers, and not 


to interpret upon what Motives they were 


founded. When Herod went for Rhodes, I be- 


fore obſerv'd that he left his Wife and her 


Mother under the Watch and Inſpection of 
his Favourite Sohemus. The King departed, 
at every Seaſon this their Goaler came to 9 0 
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them, and they expected nothing but News 
of their Death. It happened, as it had be- 
fore fal'n out to Joſeph, by frequent Viſitati- 
ons, as his Commiſſion enjoin'd him, Sohemus 
felt fiery Arrows fly from the Eyes of Ma- 
riamne, Which transfix'd his Heart with Com- 
paſſion, and Sentiments that might low from 
a ſofter Name. His Brow now began to be 
ſmooth'd from the Severity of a Spy and 
Keeper, to the Complaiſance of a duteous 
and obſervant, Subject. Mariamne, who ſoon 
diſcovered the Change of his Manners and 
Deportment, alter'd her Fears and Reſerve 
into Affability, and entred freely into Con- 
verſation with him. Sobemus, ſaid ſhe, with 
2 Smile, check'd by a Degree of Languiſhing 
and Sorrow, You ſee us here in a State of Confine- 
ment, much unworthy of our Qualities; but the 
Day, perhaps, will come, that this Storm may blow 
over. You know who I am, and that in obliging 
me, you ingage not an unable Creature, much leſs 
an ungrateful. Tell me, in a Word, to what End 
doth Herod hold us here in Durance, and of what 
Condition are the Affairs of the Times? 


This Speech was delivered with ſuch a Mix- 
ture of Majeſty and Sweetneſs, that Sohemus 
had no Power of Reſolution, or Taciturnity ; 
and in his Zeal to oblige the Object, which 
had charm'd his Eyes, he flatter'd himſelf that 
Herod might either never return in the Quality 
of King, or that he being under the Prote- 


ction of Mariamne, might eaſily work bis Re- 


conciliation. In Confidence of theſe Probabili- 
ties, Sohemus, with bluſhing Preſages of doing her 
a Pleaſure, thus addreſs'd himſelf to the Queen. 
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Madam, ſays he, I am going to venture a Secret, aud 
with it my Life, into your Hands : And I do it with the 
more Joy, becauſe I would deſire to die rather than un- 
dertake the barbarous Command which Herod on his De- 
parture impos*d upon me : that in caſe the Affairs he ne- 
gotiateth at this time with Cæſar, ſucceed not according to 
his Wiſh ; I tremble only to think: of it, your precious Life 
is to be made the Forfeit. O, my Friend, this is no 
Surprize, (reply'd the Queen) it is the ordinary Guiſe 
of Herod : He gave his Uncle Joſeph the very ſame In- 
junction when he took his former Voyage. But is there 
no Means to deliver us ? Sohemus anſwer'd, that Phe- 
roras, the Brother of Herod, having the Charge of 
the Kingdom, and being a Man of extream Diſtruſt 
and Suſpicion, ever had his Eye upon Surprizals, 
which would make Attempts dangerous and unpra- 
cticable. Mell then, ſays Mariamne, the Reſult is Death, 
with which I am already grown acquainted. 


'Tho' ſhe could practiſe ſo much Reſignation 
under the Neceſſity of her Fate, ſhe could neither 
forget, nor pardon, the Barbarity of her Lord, for 
again leaving this inhumane Order: And as often 
as ſhe recollected, ſhe could not chuſe but receive 
him with Coldneſs, and expreſs but little Sweetneſs 
or Complacency to him. ; : 


It happen'd not long aftet the Return of Herod, 


that he had ſent for the Queen to attend him in 


his Chamber. She, whether ſhe were buſy about 
ſomerhing more dear to her than the Sight of that 
cruel Man, or whether the Memory of the Inju- 
ries ſhe had receiv'd renew'd in her Mind freſh 
Sentiments of Averſion, refus'd, or delay'd, to o- 
bey his Summons. He would not be ſatisfied 
not to have her attend him, but ſecond- 
ed his Orders with another Meſſenger. The 
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Queen, however loth, was oblig'd to render him 
this Viſit, but did it with a Countenance wherein 
he might eaſily read the Reluctance ſhe had to give 
him any Satisfaction. The Tyrant was nettled, 
and could not diſſemble his Indignation; but greet- 
ing her with a diſcontented Look, Madam, ſaid he, I 
am ſorry that you are oblig'd by any Law to offer the 
Violence to your felf, which you do: And had I not this 
ardent Paſſion for you, which by your bad Uſage you 
endeavour to baniſh out of my Soul as much as you can 


Poſſibly, T ſhould leſs often give you the Trouble of ſeeing _ 


a Husband, who by his Misfortune is become ſo odious to 
you. 


The Queen, who ſaw all the Marks of his Re- : 


ſentment, was now reſolv'd to tower above it; 
therefore, looking upon him with a diſdainful Eye, 
T hate you not, anfwer'd ſhe ; the God whom we ſerve 
and my Duty forbid that : but you may well imagine that 
my Alfections could not be ſtrengthen'd towards you, by fuch 


bloodyDiſpleaſures as you have done me. Ungrateful Do- 


man! reply d the exaſperated Tyrant, tis thy irrecon- 
cileable Spirit that "oh theſe Pretences of Injuries and 
Diſpleaſure, to palliate the natural Averſion thou haſt a- 
gainſt thyHusband. — Tho" I had receiv'd this Aver ſion, 
anſwer'd the Queen, from my Nature, I ſhould have 
known how to have bridled it by my Duty; and I ſhould 
Have reduced my Spirit to fit Terms of Submiſſion to an 
Husband, if in ſtead of my Husband he were not become 
the Murtherer of all my Friends, and my particular 
Perſecutor. ——— Hitherto, reply'd Herod with en- 
creas'd Warmth, I have not perſecuted you, but with 
too much Love : *Tis for that you may really reproach me; 
and tho you had ſome Reaſon to accuſe me for the Mis- 
fortune of your Friends, yet by the ardent Teſtimonies of 
my Love, which I give you every Moment of my Life, 
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theſe Reſentments would have been effaced out of any 
Spirit but yours. 


 'The Queen not able to diſſemble her Thoughts 
in this Rencounter, and by too prompt a Precipi- 
tation loſing part of that prudent Precaution, 
which ſhe had hitherto uſed in the Conduct of her 
Life: You forget, ſaid ſhe in a diſdaintul manner, 
to put me in mind of the miſt important Teſtimonies of 

our Love; and you would not have me know the Obliga- 
tions I have to you, for the Care you had of my Safety in 
the Voyages you made to Laodicea, and to Rhodes, to 
Antony, and to Auguſtus. It is certain, anſwer'd He- 
rod, who did not at firſt apprehend the Reproach 
ſhe would make him, that in ſpight of your Cruelty, 
nothing was ſo ſenfible and inſupportable to me in thoſe 
Voyages, as the Regret of being abſent from you; and 
they who ſaw me in that Time of Abſence, obſerv'd ſuf- 
ficiently in all my Actions, that I was ſeparated from the 
better Part of my ſelf. Ii was for this Reaſon, 
anſwer d the Queen, that in both the Voyages you gave 
ſuch excellent Orders, firſt to Joſeph, and afterwards to 
Sohemus, for the Diſpoſal of my Life; and this Part 


of your ſelf was ſo dear to jon, that you were not wil- 


ling Death itſelf ſhould ſeparate you from it. 


At theſe Words Herod ſeem'd to be ſtruck with 
a Thunderbolt, and inſtantly calling to mind the 


Orders he had really given to Joſeph and Sohemus 


for the death of Mariamne, he preſently underſtood 
this Reproach. He had hitherto beliey'd that ſhe 
was ignorant of this fecond Effe& of his Cruelty, 
and he had ſo order'd the Secret to thoſe, whom he 
had choſen for the Miniſters of his cruel Intentions, 
that he could not imagine that for any Conſidera- 
tion they could ever reſolve to diſcover it. The 
Shame of ſeeing his 2 diſcover'd to that 852 
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fon of the World, who ſhould have been ignorant 
of it, was the firſt Paſſion that poſſeſs'd him, and 
which fix'd his Eyes on the Earth with Shame and 
Iadignation, Then he thought upon the ill Office 
be had receiv'd from his Subjects, and ſigh'd with 
Grief and Rage for the Infidelity of thoſe in whom 
he moſt confided. From thence he began to ima- 
gine, that Joſeph and Sohemus could not have be- 
tray'd the Confidence he had in them, nor have 
fail'd in their Duty to him, both in regard of their 
Birth, and the Benefits they had receiv'd of him, 
but for the Love of Marianme, and a Return ot 
Paſſion from her. 


This Thought, which threw itſelf with Violence 
into his Soul, found as much Room there to eſta- 
bliſh it ſelf as could be: And he knowing the 
Powers of Mariamne, by the daily Proof he made 
of them, made no further Doubt, bur that by them 
only the Fidelity of Joſeph and Sohemus was ſtag- 
gered. 


Jealouſy, that furious Paſſion, to which he had 
naturally ſo much Inclination, poſſeſs' d itſelf incon- 
tinently of his Soul, and as in a Place taken by 
Aſſault, it preſently ſet all on Fire. The blackeſt 
Suſpicions he could conceive of the Virtue of 
Mariamne, preſented themſelves to his Imagination; 
and the Proofs he had receiv'd of it upon fo many 
Occaſions, could not in this laſt defend it from the 
criminal Impreſſions which eſtabliſhed themſelves 
in his Soul. I am betrayd, I am undone, cry d 
he, all in a Rage, both Heaven and Earth abandon 
me; and all thoſe, whom I thought worthy of my Friend- 
ſhip and my Confidence, ungratefully unite themſelves to 
ruin me; Ab! envious Heaven] ab! difloyal Wife! 

ined ab! 


1 


( 53 ) 


ah! ungrateful, and perfidious Servants ! to what Extre- 
mities do you reduce me? 


After theſe Words he continued fome time ſilent, 
revolving in his Mind a thouſand furious Reſolu- 
tions, and traverſing the Chamber with an Action 
full of Fury and Tranſport. The Queen, who ſaw 
him in this Condition, little minded the Expreſ- 
ſions of his Choler : but ſhe repented that ſhe had 
made ſuch an unguarded Diſcovery ; and that by 
her Diſcourſe ſhe had expoſed, to the Rage of this 
| cruel Man, Thoſe whole Ruin ſhe forelaw already. 

She would have remedied it if ſhe could poſſibly, 
but there was no revoking what ſhe had ſaid : and 
conſidering with herſelf of the Means to avert the 
Tempeſt, ſhe continued in ſilence, not without ſome 
Confuſedneſs, which confirm'd the jealous King in 
his unworthy Imaginations. TIES 


After he had continued a while in this tumul- 

tuous Condition, he approach'd the Queen with a 

pale and disfigur'd Countenance, and viewing her 

with a furious Eye from head to foot, Thoſe who told 

thee of my Intentions, ſaid he to her, told thee but the 
Truth; and it imports me nothing to deny it, that out of 

a violent Exceſs of Love I would not have left Thee 

after my Death, either to thy Friends, or to my Ene- 

mies: Ies, my Deſign was not to be ſeparated from thee 

by Death itſelf, and I ſhould have been too happy if I 

had perform d in my Life-time, what I have commanded 

to be done after my Death. Theſe perfidious Perſons, 

who have betray'd me, have told thee nothing but the 

plain Truth ; but they did not diſpoſe themſelves to deceive 

the Confidence I had in their Friendſhip, and expoſe them- 
ſelves to the Puniſhments which are due to their Infideli- 

ty, but upon ſome powerful Conſiderations. Thou haſt, 
without doubt, propos d a Recompence to them, which 2 
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made them deſpiſe what they could expect from me, and 
not fear that Death which they affronted in betraying me. 
It was not by a Preſent of ſmall Price that thou haſt cor- 
rupted thoſe Perſons which had been always moſt faithful 
to me. Joſeph, who is one of the moſt eminent Ranks 
in Judæa, as being my near Ally, and Sohemus, whom 
by my Bounty I had put into a Condition not to aſpire to 
Riches by ſo dangerous a Treaſon, could not have been 
ſeduced by any Power inferior to thy Beauty, Theſe are 
the Charms which have gain'd them, and thy Favours 
only have made them contemn the Dangers, which might 
divert them from their Treaſon. 


Herod pronounc'd theſe Words with an Impetuo- 
ſity which ſufficiently expreſs'd the Agitation of 
his Soul ; and the Queen having hearken'd ro him 
with inimitable Patience, Say what thou wilt, ſaid 
ſhe to him, againſt a Perſon who 15 no longer in a Condi- 
tion to receive new Offences, either by this Action, or by 
thy Diſcourſe. God hath diſcovered to me the fatal Or- 
ders which thou gaveſt againſt my Life by other ways than 
thou imagineſt : and thoſe, whom thou ſuſpecteſt to have 
reveal'd thy Secret, are not they by whom thy cruel Inten- 
tions are made knoun unto me. This is thy Cuſtom, 
reply'd Herod, exclaiming louder than before, to ex- 
cuſe thy Lovers in the bloody Outrages they do me ; and 
thou takeſt Care of their Love, who never hadſt any Care 
of thy Husband's Repoſe, or thine own Reputation. Thou. 
worldft have render d the like Office to the perfidious 
Tiberius'; and thoſe Favours, which thou hadft prodi+ 
galiy beflow'd upon a barbarous Prince, are ſince commu- 
nicated to my Allies, aud deſcended to my Domeſticks. 
This is the high Spirit, this is that Pride, which hither- 
to hath made part of our Diviſions : and the haughty 
Blood oj the Aſmonzans, which diſdained a King to her 
Husband, hath debaſed itſelf even to Sohemus. 


In 
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In concluſion he loaded her with a thouſand in- 
jurious Reproaches, which cauſing Mariamne to 
look at him with a heighten'd Diſdain: Thou mayſt 
believe, ſaid ſhe, whatever thy Rage can inſpire thee 
with againſt me ; the outrageous Reproaches, which thou 
lay ſt upon me, ſhew the Baſeneſs of thy Soul, and I ſcorn 


thee too much to take any Care to defend myſelf againſt 


thy unworthy Accuſations ———Thy Care would be but in 
vain, eplies the Tyrant now incenſed, and thou 
mayſt reſerve thy FJuſtifications for the Defence of that 
Life, which I have ſpar'd but too long. The Time is 
come, that I will mock at thy Scorn, and thy Infidelities 
ſhall be puniſhed without any Regret for thy Beauties. 
That Love, which hitherto hath guarded thee againſt my 
too juſt Reſeatments, ſhall no longer oppoſe itſelf againſt 
my Juſtice. I have loſt that fatal Paſſion, which created 
all my Misfortunes, fince I have diſcover d amongſt thy 
Lovers the baſeſt of my Domeſticks. They ſhall pay me 
part of the Offences they have done me by their Blood ; 
and Torments, ſhall draw ſuch Truths out of their Mouths, 
as ſhall make thy Shame and Perfidiouſneſs appear to the 
World. 


While theſe Exaggerations of Reſentment paſs d 
on each {ide betwixt the jealous "T'yrant, and his 
innocent Conſort wounded in the deareſt Point, the 
Court and Antechambers were alarm'd with the 
Difference. Mariamne, whoſe Conduct had been ſo 
clear, and whoſe Carriage fo endearing, had Friends 
who wept.in their Hearts for her Uſage, and curſed 
Herod inwardly for his barbaraus Suſpicions, and 
infamous Expreſſions of them. But what ſignified 
Pity, which they durſt not give Words to; or an 
unperforming Hatred againſt Herod, who ſubdued 
their Souls, and controul'd their Actions, with an 
Iron Sceptre? Mariamne was wrapt about i 
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the Snare, which wound itſelf in Folds too intri- 
cate and ſubtle, for her to hope an Eſcapement. 
So powerful is the Malice which Women conceive 


againſt Women! 


For Salome bearing in mind the former Reproach 
which Mariamne had caſt upon her, laid hold on all 
Opportunities of interpoſing by Calumnies, and Ill 
Offices, to inflame the outrageous, jealous Humour 
of her Husband againſt her. She ply'd him with 
fuch Suggeſtions, as tho” he could not abſolutely. 
reject, yet neither could he ſo throughly believe 
*em, as irrevocably to deſtroy a Perſon he had ſo 
great a Kindneſs for, barely upon the Credit of 
that Evidence : But upon Mariamne's revealing the 
Secret he had entruſted Joſeph and Sohemus with, all 
Poſſibility of Doubt vaniſh'd, and he was confirm'd 
in the Certainty of that Crime, of which before he 
was only jealous, and that by Fits. Salome, who 
had ſome time before ſuborn'd Herod's Cup-Bearer 
to engage in a Plot for Mariamne's Deſtruction, took 
the advantage of this Fit of Rage he was then in, 
and ſent in this Cup-Bearer to diſcharge himſelf of 
the Commiſſion ſhe had given him in Truſt; which 
was, to acquaint the King that Mariamne, having 
an Intention to give Herod a Love-Potion, had ad- 
dreſs*d herſelf to him, whoſe Office it was to pre- 
ſent the Cup to the King, for his Aſſiſtance herein; 
to which he would never be induced to give any 
Countenance. His farther Inſtructions were, that 
if the King ſhould ask what was the Compoſition, 
he ſhould only anſwer, *twas of Mariamne's prepa- 
ring ; and for the Ingredients, that he knew no- 
thing of em; ſhe having only requir'd the Aſſiſtance 
of his Hand in preſenting the Cup: But in caſe the 
King ſhould make no farther Enquiry upon this In- 
formation, he too ſhould be ſilent and retire. 1 i 
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Big with this malicious and groundleſs Accuſa- 
tion, this helliſh Inſtrument enter'd the Room, in 
the midſt of all that Rage and Fury which diſtract- 
ed the King ; and gravely and calmly depos'd to 
the Truth of the foregoing Particulars ; and find- 
ing the King to be ſlartled at it, he added, that 
having ſuch a Potion offer*d him, and not knowing what 
might be in it, he thought it ſafeſt both for his Majeſly, 
and for himſelf, to wait upon him with this Information. 


The Entrance of the Cup-Bearer at this Criſis, 
to make this ſolemn Depoſition, rooted the King in 
his Jealouſy and Suſpicion, and drove him to Acts 
of the greateſt Outrage. He look'd upon Ma- 
riamne as an abandon'd, inſatiate, libidinous Wo- 
man, and determining to make à publick Proſecu- 
tion upon this Article of Jealouſy, he was reſolv'd 
to know the whole Truth at any expence. He 
call'd in the Officers of his Guard, and comniand- 
ed 'em upon pain of Death to conduct the Queen 
immediately to the Priſon, in which Perſons of 
Quality were uſually ſecur d. The Queen ſubmit- 
ted to this Command with leſs Repugnance than 
ſhe came into the Chamber, at his Command; and 
follow'd the Officers with a Chearfulneſs and Sere- 
nity of Countenance, which nothing but her Inno- 
cence could ſupport. 


Salome had all this time been upon the point of 


: _ Obſervation, to ſee what Succeſs her wicked Emiſ- 


ſary would have ; and now coming into the Cham- 
ber, caſually, as it were, and by accident, ſne 
found the King in the moſt violent Agitations of 


Rage and Tranſport. He no fooner ſaw her, but 
coming to her with a Countenance full of Horror, 


and Amaze, Siſter, (aid * Jam very ſorry that I did 


not 
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10 follow your Counſel long fince. I ſhould have freed 
myſelf from thoſe mortal Diſpleaſures which torment me, 
had I not ſuffer d myſelf to be blinded by a ſoft and in- 
dulging Paſſion to this Woman, which Heaven has given 
me for the Scourge and Plague of my Life. 


Salome ſeem'd as if ſhe were amaz'd at this Diſ- 

courſe, and by a miſchievous and artful Addreſs, 
of which none was a greater Miſtreſs than herſelf, 
ſhe endeavour'd to perſuade the King in favour of 
Mariamne, inſinuating that all this might amount 
to no more than a bare Suſpicion, contriv'd by ſome 
Enemy who was envious of Mariamne's Perfections. 
Herod, tho' prudent and ſubtle in all other Affairs, la- 
bour'd under an incredible Foibleſſe in things of 
this nature, which prevented his avoiding theſe 
Snares, which Salome had ſo cunningly ſpread to 
catch him: And oppoſing her ſeemingly officious 
Hun our, with thoſe ſtrong "Teſtimonies (convin- 
cing as he thought) of Mariamne's Infidelity, he 
related to her all that had paſs'd at this laſt Viſit 
ſhe had paid; and concluded, that nothing but a 
criminal Correſpondence could have prevail'd on 
 Shemus (whoſe Honour and Advancement in the 
Adminiſtration of Affairs was ſo great as to ex- 
clude any Wiſh, but for the Enjoyment of Mari- 
amue) to diſcover a Secret entruſted to him with 
ſo much Caution. 


Salome, with an Air of Surprize, yet. with an 
obſequious giving into the King's Opinion, as it 
were in contradiction to. her own, uſed all her En- 
deavours to compole his Mind, and encourage him 
to bear this Misfortune with that Greatneſs of Spi- 
rit which he had ever ſhewn under the Preſſures of 
the moſt heavy Calamities. Sir, ſaid ſhe, you have 
poo much Courage to ſuffer yourſelf to be overcome by this 
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Affliction ; and if you take Counſel of Perſons who, are 
really faithful to you, and ally'd to you in Blood, or by 
ancient Affection, you will not ſuffer this proud diſloyal 
Woman to enjoy the Glory of having reduc'd you to the 
Extremity of Grief. Diſpleaſures of this nature ought 


not to overturn your Repoſe with ſo much Violence, and 


the Offence you have receiv'd in your Honour, is not 


ſuch, but that you may eaſily remedy it. Strip your ſelf 


ouly of this Love, which creates all the Misfortunes of 
your Life, and makes you blind to your moſt powerful In- 
tereſts, aud darkens the Light of your Under ſtauding. 
Draw out, by the Meaus you have to do it, the full 
Diſcovery of the Treaſon they have committed àagaiuſt 
you ; puniſh the Culpable, which expoſe you to ſuch bloody 
Diſpleaſures ; and in fine, make her ſubmit to your 
Juſtice, whom you could never make ſubmit to your 
Love—— I am ſo reſolv d upon it, reply'd Herop, 
that all human Confiderations ſhall not be able to hinder 
me from it ; and fince Mariamne has not been afraid to 
reduce me to the Extremity of Shame and Diſpleaſure, I 
will not be more afraid to make my utmoſt Reſentment s 
appear againſt her, than if ſhe were one of my meaneſt 
Subjects. This is a Reſolution, from which nothing ſhall 
be able to move me, and you ſhall ſee me put it in execu- 
tion without farther delay. 


'This Conference laſted fome time; and by Sa- 
lome's Advice he ſent to ſecure one of Mariamne's 
Eunuchs, her chief Favourite, without whoſe Pri- 
vity he judg'd nothing could be tranſacted; and 
ſo diſpos'd himſelf by the Advice of this cruel Sif- 


ter, and his Brother Pheroras, who came in ſoon 


after, and was receiv'd as a third Perſon in this 
tragical Converſation, that he was determin'd to 
find Evidences of Mariamne*s Diſloyalty, tho he ex- 
torted Confeſſions by putting the whole Nation to 
the Rack. 
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In purſuance of this Order iſſu'd out by Herod, 
this favourite Eunuch of Mariamne 's was put to the 
Rack, and examin'd upon the Subject of Mariam- 
nes Perfidy. The Frame of his Body, whoſe Fen- 
derneſs diſfer'd little from that of a Woman's, was 
of too ſoft and delicate a Nature to endure the 
Severity of this Torture; and having nothing of 
which he could juſtly accuſe Mariamne, in whoſe 
Converſation he had never perceiv'd any thing but 
Honour and Virtue, he for ſome time ſupported 
himſelf under the Cruelty of this Affliction: At 
length, in the Anguiſh of his Pains, he let fall 
ſome Words, intimating, that he had ſeen Sohemus 
talk a long while in ſecret with Mariamne, as fra- 
ming ſome Relation to her, and that Mariamne's 
Uneaſineſs proceeded from what Sohemus had im- 
parted to her, 


Herod burſt out into an Exclamation, while the 
Words were yet betwixt his Lips, that Sohemus, 
who had ever been ſo faithful a Subject, and a Patriot 
to his Prince and to his Country, would never have be- 
tray'd ſuch a Secret as this, but in the Confidence and 
Endearment of a laſcivious Embrace, Upon this he 
order'd the Eunuch to be taken from the 'Tor- 
ture, and diſpatch'd his Guards to ſecure Sohemus. 


Sohemus knew nothing of what had paſs'd, and 
| liv'd in Eaſe and Security, not being conſcious of 
| having committed any thing whereby he could in- 
cur the Diſpleaſure of his Maſter, He was highly 
ſurpriz'd when the Meſſengers came to ſecure 
him, and would enforce him to confeſs what Diſ- 
courſe had paſs'd between Mariamne and himſelf, 
during her late Impriſonment in Ferod's Abſence, 
when he went to pay his Duty to Auguſtus at Rhodes. 

cok ne . 
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Sohemus perſiſted in denial of any criminal Cor- 


reſpondence he had with Mariamne ; but the King 


was too far poſleſs'd with a Belief of the 'Truth of 
it, to admit of his Denial as any Excuſe or Evi- 


dence to the contrary ; and thereupon, without far- 


ther Preparation, or any Formality of Law, he or- 
der'd his immediate Death, which was accordingly 
put in execution. | 


It would be harſh, perhaps, to the Memory of 
this ſuffering Stateſman, ro impute his Death to 
the Juſtice of Providence: tho? Hiſtory leaves us 
no Character of Shemus's Honeſty, that may ſeem 
to make ſuch a Suſpicion injurious. He was the 
favourite and truſted Miniſter of a Tyrant, in- 
rich'd by the Indulgence of his Countenance, whoſe 
Orders and Deſigns were all ſo flagitious, that we 
have Colour enough to believe the Miniſter could 
not obey them bur at the Price of his Conſcience. 
He was ſo far obſequious, we find, to the Commands 
of this bad Prince, that he accepted the Charge of 
keeping Mariamne Priſoner, and under the Injunc- 


tion of putting her to death, had Herod miſcarry*d 


in his Hopes with Auguſtus. He, indeed, became a 
Convert, but it was to her Beauty, and not her 


Virtue: And the Diſcovery of the Secret, that 


was intruſted with him, proceeded rather from an 
Expectation of being repaid with amorous Favours, 
than a Remorſe or Deteſtation for what he had 
promis'd . to execute. We are afſurd, however, 
that he had ſo much Honeſty and Bravery at his 
Death, as not to be induc'd by any means to give 
the leaſt Countenance to ſuſpe& the Virtue of the 


Queen. I plainly ſee, ſaid he, at his Execution, 


that I muſt die, and by the Compaſſion which I have had 
of the Misfortunes of a great Princeſs, I ſee myſelf 
brought to my End. God is my Witneſs, that I little 


regret 
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regret the Loſs , my Life; but I cannot have any Com- 
fort in my Death, if by my Weakneſs I ſhould contribute 
to the Fall of the moſt virtuous and innocent Queen that 
ever was. She, without doubt, has haſten d my Death, 
by the Diſcourſe ſhe had with the King, her Husband ; 
but all the Reſentment I might have for that imprudent 


Att, or the Horror of all the Tortures they can preſent me | 


uit, ſhall never prevail on me to ſpeak againſt the 
Knowledge I have of her Innocence and admirable 
Virtue. 


Herod was Maſter of too much Prudence and 
Policy, to put his Wite to death, at the Motive of 
his own Jealouſy and Suſpicion only: He had the 
Reflection of the Danger he had brought upon 
himſelf in the Death of A. iſtobulus, when he was 
ſummon'd to appear before Antony, to acquit him- 
felf of that Crime, or ſtand condemn*d for it, freſh 
in his Mind ; and fearing the Power and Autho- 
rity of Auguſtus, who, notwithſlanding the Amity 
and Protection he had promis'd him, made him 
tremble; he determin'd to proſecute this Cauſe 
with all the Formality of Law and Juſtice, Upon 
this he aſſembl'd his chief Counſellors in a Court 
of Judicature, and ſummon'd Mariamne to appear 
in Perſon, and anſwer to ſuch Crimes as ſhould 
be objected againſt her. This Court was com- 
pos'd of his own Creatures, and ſuch as would 
give Sentence in the Cauſe, not according to Rea- | 
ton or Jaſtice, bur as they found his Inclinations | 
zended, and would be molt agreeable to him. 


This Court being fat in its Formality, and Ma- 

riamne in Obedience to the Summons being brought 
to the Bar, Herod, himſeli, open d the Cauſe to this 

Effect. SE 


( 63 ) 


Sins, it ſeemeth, God will counterpoiſe the Proſpe- 
rities of my State by the Misfortunes of my Houſe. 
1 have found Safety in Winds and Tempeſts, in ſo 
many painful Voyages as J have undertaken, ſo many. 
thorny Affairs which I have ended, to find a Storm in 
my own Palace, You are not ignorant how I have 
cheriſh'd the whole Family of Hyrcanus within my 
Boſom, in a lamentable Time, when it was in Decay 
and Confuſion : For Recompence whereof, as if 1 bad 
hatch'd the Eggs of a Serpent, I have got nothing 
but Hifſes and Poyſox. God knows how often I have 
diſſembled, and how often I have cur d my ſelf by Pa- 
tience. Notwithſtanding I cannot ſo harden my Heart, 
but that it may be ſoſten'd, and ever become penetrable 
by a new Wound. Behold the Queen my Wife, who, 
following the Steps of her Mother, is always ready to 
diſquiet my Repoſe. As ſoon as I was return'd from 
the Voyage ſo full of Danger, as you know, I brought 
her News of the happy Succeſs of my Affairs: She, 
ſbeuing the little account ſhe made both of my State 
and Perſon,at that Time heard me with ſo great Diſdain, 
that what Endeavour of C:urteſy ſoever I us'd, I never 
could extort from her Pride one good Word. And 
afterward, not contenting herſelf therewith, fhe pro- 
ceeded to very bloody Injuries, which I love better to 
conceal, for the Honour of your Ears, and come to Deeds. 
Behold, one of my faithful Servants, who teſtifieth ſte 
would have ſuborn d him to give me a Love-Potion, 
to wit, a Poyſon, of purpoſe to turn my Brain, or take 
away the Life which God reſerveth for me to acknowledge 
the many good Offices, which you all, in general, and 
each one, in particular, have afforded me. Thus 
you ſee how 1 am return'd; my Head crown'd with 
Laurel, honour'd and courted by the prime Men of the 
F/orld, to ſerve as a Sport for the Malice, and a 
Mark jor the Treachery of a Woman, whom I can» 
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not reclaim by the Force of Love nor Benefits, no more 
than if ſhe were a Lyoneſs. Confider what you ought 
to do; I deliver her into the Hands of your Ju- 
ſtice, not willing to dirett my ſelf herein, ly my own 
Advice; to the .end Poſterity may know, that my 
proper Intereſts are ever ſeated beneath the Truth. 


This he deliver'd with a greater Vehemence and 
Warmth than ſtood with the Dignity of a Tribu- 
nal of Juſtice ; which plainly convinc'd thoſe who 
were the Judges, that his Purpoſe was to ruin the 
Queen, and that it was their Duty to bring her in 
Guilty ; but that they might not undergo the Im- 
putation of Prejudice and Partiality, they patient- 
ly gave Audience to what the Queen had to ſay 
in Juſtification of her Innocence, before they pro- 


ceeded to paſs a definitive Sentence. 


This glorious Queen was fully ſenſible of the 
Purpoſe for which this Court was conven d, and 
that her Judges were already poſſeſs'd with the 
Knowledge ot what Sentence they were to paſs 


upon her; but tho? ſhe was endu'd with the great- 


eſt Meekneſs and Patience, yet ſhe thought it 
ſtood not with the Dignity of her Character, nor 
her Innocence of the Crimes objected to her, to 
ſuffer herſelf to be found Guilty, without plead- 
ing in her own Juſtification : And this engag'd her 
to reply to this heavy Charge. That as to the Love- 
Potion, which was objected againſt her, it was a thing 
in the Judgment of all thoſe, who would truly weigh it, 
very far from her Thoughts, who had always been more 
apprehenſive of King Herod's Love than his Hatred. 
Nor have the juſt Reſentments, continued ſhe, which 
I have againſt him, ever given me the Liberty of one 


fingle Thought, wherewith he might be offended. If 


the Blood of a Grandfather, a Brother, and ſo many o- 
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ther of my Friends, which he has facrific*d to his An- 
bition, has extinguiſh'd part of that ardent Affection, 
which a Husband, leſs cruel, might have found in a 
Wife leſs unfortunate, yet it has not defac'd the Cha- 
racter engraved by the Hand of God, whereby we are 
united until Death; neither has it ever inſpir' d me with 
one fingle Wiſh againſt his Honcur or Repoſe. As to my 
Life, I have little Regard for its Preſervation, as ba- 
wing been a continu*d Scene of Sorrow and Mi nortune; 
nor do the dazling Splendors of the Court aſtect me, which 
never afforded any true Conteutment or Satisf:1i1m to my 
Mind, If I muſt be oppreſs'd by falſe Teſtimony, it is ea- 
to gain a Vittory over one wh» makes no Reſiſtance ; 
aud more eaſy it is to take the Diadem from my Head, and 
my Head from my Shoulders ; but moſt difficult will it he 
zo bereave me of the Reputation of a Princeſs of Honour, 
which I inherit from my Anceſtors, and will carry to my 
Grave. 1 


The fair and virtuous Queen pronounc'd theſe 
Words with ſo much Courage, Grace and Maje- 
ſty, that her Judges remain'd ſurpriz'd with Ra- 
viſhment and Admiration; but tho* they were per- 
fectly convine'd of her Innocence, yet no one was 
found who had Courage enough to plead the Cauſe 
of this injur d Queen, or make an Attempt to 
mollify and divert the Rage of the King. Their 
Conſciences were oppreſs'd with Fear and Cowar- 
dice; and imagining no other Sentence but that of 
Death would be acceptable to him, they according- 
ly paſs'd it upon her. But none thought, nor, in- 
deed, did Herod himſelf intend to put the Sentence 
into immediate Execution; believing that upon her 
Confinement in ſome of his Caſtles, he might under 
that Reſtraint, work ſo far upon her Temper, as 
to engage her to be more complying with his 
Paſſion. wo * 2 
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Herod was the moſt violent in his Paſſions of any 
Man; and as all Extremities come ſooneſt to an 
End, not being capable of any duration, ſo Rage 
having ſpent its utmoſt Effort, 'twas now time 
Love ſhould regain his Empire, and move Herod*s 
Thoughts with gentle Sentiments for his belov'd 
Mariamne. Driven by this all- powerful Paſſion, he 


determin'd to make Tryal how far the Reſtraint 


ſhe was under might have gain'd an Aſcendency 
over her Reſentments, and engag'd her to ſhew a 
more ready Complyance to his Deſires. Glowing 
with the Ardency of this Paſſion, he paid a Viſit to 
her in Priſon ; where he addreſs'd her with his u- 
ſual Tenderneſs, and the Privilege of his former 
Freedom and Familiarity. She receiv'd his Careſ- 
ſes themſelves little conformable to his Hopes and 
Expectations: She was ſenſible he was an abſolute 
Maſter in the Practice of Diſſimulation, and had 
contracted ſuch an Averſion from what was paſs'd, 
ſtrengthen'd and confirm'd by theſe new Subjects 
of Hatred, that Herod appear'd more odious and 
more contemptible in her Eyes than ever. 


She look'd upon him with an Eye full of Scorn 


and Indignation, and flying from his Arms which 


he reach'd towards her; Suffer, cruel Man, ſaid ſhe, 
ſuffer thy Juſtice to take its Courſe : The Faces of the 
Judges which thou haſt appointed me, are more ſupporta- 
ble than thine to me; and I had rather undergo the bloody 
Sentence, which by thy Orders they have pronounc'd a- 
gainſt me, than receive any more thy artificial Careſſes. 
If thou preſenteſt thy ſelf to me, to augment the Pain to 
which thou haſt deſtin'd me, thou exceedeſt the Limits of 
all Cruelty ; and the ſevereſt Enemies have not aggra- 
vated by their Preſence, the laſt Sufferings of thoſe they 
bad condemu d to die, Ah, MaARIAMNE, Te 
PY 
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ply'd the King, I come not hither to ſend thee to thY 
Death, ſeeing thou canſt not be condemn*d but by my Sen- 
tence, which will be as deſtructive to me as to thy ſelf. 
I come rather to ſnatch thee from the Rigour of thoſe, 
whom by too prompt a Reſentment, I have arm'd againſt 
my own Life, rather than thine : I come to let thee know 
that thou canſt not die without Herod ; and to tell thee 
that ſeeing thou haſt ſome Reſpects leſt to that Tye which 
ought to unite us till Death, thou canſt not diſdain the 
Life I come to offer thee, without making an Attempt up- 
on thy Husband's Life. 


And what Famcur, anſwer'd the Queen, inter- 
rupting him, what Favour doſt thou believe thou deft 
me, in leaving me a Life, which by thy Cruelties thou 
haſt render d more odions to me a thouſand times, than the 
Death which thou haſt prepar d for me? What Puniſh- 
ments are due to this innocent Life of mine, if thine, 
contaminated with ſo many Crimes, has hitherto eſcap'd 
the Indignation of Heaven, and whatfoever mine are, by 
what Right wouldſt thou have me beholden to thee for it, 
fince thou haſt no other Right to diſpoſe of it, but by Uſur- 
pation and Tyranny ? 


The Queen could ſcarce end her Speech, before 
the 'T'yrant's Reſentments were viſibly. rekindled; 
he look'd upon her with Eyes that ſhew'd his 
Breaſt diſturb'd with different Paſſions : and ſcarce 
knew in himſelf whether he ſhould vouchſate her 
a Reply, or give her up to the immediate Execution 
of her Sentence. At length, Cruel Woman] ſaid 
he, the Inhumanities with which thou reproacheſt me every 
Moment, are not comparable to thine : And by the conti- 
nual Outrages which thou doſt me, thou endeavoureſt to pro- 
woke my Love, and ſtrain my Patience to the uttermoſt Ex- 
tremities. Theſe Inclinations, which I have not been a- 
ble to overcome, what —_ ſoever I had to oppoſe ww 
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fill tale thy Part, and repreſent to me that without high- 
ly injuring my ſelf firſt, I caunot execute my juſt Reſent- 
ments againſt thee : I conjure thee to abuſe them no longer, 
nor conſtrain an Husband, who loves thee too well, to a- 
baudon thee to the Rigours of Juſtice, which will bring 
# 5both to our Graves. wg 


I heſe Words, which might have look'd from ano- 

ther, like Relenting and ſottPerſuaſions, were in Herod 
no more than Diſſimulation, and ill-corrected Fury. 
He knew he had given Mariamne her Death's 
Wound in his Cruelty, and Injury to her Honour, 
and he was only affecting now the Popularity and 
Opinion of Mercy. The Queen, who had not be- 
fore been affrighted with her Sentence, receiv'd no 
Comfort from the Appearance of his Kindneſs : bur 
looking upon him with an increaſed Diſdain, Nei- 
ther thy Threats, ſaid ſhe, nor thy Careſſes ſhall ever 
zue ve me; and thy Menaces are more dear to me, than 
the Proteſtations of thy Love. There is no neceſſity for 
t hee to conſtrain thyſelf ſor a Perſon, to whom the Death 
fe expecis from thy Cruelty, will be a thouſand times 
more pleaſing than all the Pruofs of thy Aﬀettions. 


Lion ſhalt die then, ſince tis thy Mall, cry'd Herod 
fall of Fury and Tramport, thou fhalt die, inexorable 
Woman ! unworthy of the Care I took of thy Safety, un- 
i worthy of my Love, and now devoted to the Juſtice of a 
/ King, and an Husbaud, who hath been injur'd in the 


| weſt ſenſible part. | 


The Tyrant here flung from her Preſence, and 
ſhot ſuch Glances of Inveteracy at his Departure; 
that ſhe had reaſon to think the next Moment 
would be the laſt of her Troubles. No Fears of 
Death, no Contrition tor any thing that her Me- 
mory could upbraid her with, hung on her Soul: 
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If ſhe had any Sorrow, it was, that ſhe had not 
the Comfort, before her Eyes were cloſed, of leav- 
ing a laſt Bleſſing with her little Sons; but them 
Herod had remov'd from her Embraces, and ſent 
them to Rome, an Action Which admitted of very 
various Comments. Some ſaid, he ſent them to 
that Academy of Kings, and prime School of the 
World, for their better Education; Others, that 
they were placed there, under the Eye of Auguſtus, 


as Hoſtages for the Fidelity and good Conduct of 
Herod. Fa 


The Tyrant was no ſooner return'd to the Pa- 
lace, but the Vigilance of the Faction, that wiſh'd 
the Death of Mariamne, purſued him to his Apart- 
ments. He was immediately viſited by Salome and 
Pheroras ; and he had no ſooner told them of That, 
which he call'd the laſt Effect of his Weakneſs, and 
the laſt Proofs he had receiv'd of Mariamne's Inflexi- 
bility, but They, being intereſted by the Envy they 
had always borne to the Authority of Mariamne, 
after blaming him for a Conduct ill beſeeming his 
Dignity, and contrary to all the Laws of Prudence, 
they repreſented to him as vehemently as they 
could that he ought no longer to be negligent : and 
that if he left fo obſtinate an Enemy any longer in 
the World, ſhe would infallibly attempt againſt 
his Life, what ſhe had already attempted, and, 
_ poſſibly, executed againſt his Honour. 


Herod, drunk with Rage, gave ear to them but 
too patiently, and believ'd roo implicitly all that 
they infinuated. Let her die, cry'd he, addreſſing 
himſelf ro Salome and Pheroras, to whom he was 
often accuſtom'd to commit the like Employments, 
let her die, Diſtoyal Woman as ſhe is, let her die like an 
Adultereſs as. ſhe is, take her out of the World without 
any farther delay. Whe⸗ 
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Whether Herod pronounc'd this Sentence with a 
perfect Deliberation, or that he thought they would 
not obey him with too much Precipitation, how- 
ever it was, he hardly finiſh'd the Command, be- 
fore the Enemies of Mariamne darted to haſten the 


End ot her Days. 


The Tyrant out of the Exceſs of his Grief, or 
rather Rage, threw himſelt upon his Bed, where 
making more Reflection upon the Injury he ſuppos'd 
he had receiv'd from Mariamne, than upon the 
bloody Orders he lately had given againſt her, en- 
tomb'd himſelf in ſuch Sorrow, as made him inca- 
pable of thinking what was now in agitation. 


Salome, on the other hand, who was void of all 


Pity, and awake only to Revenge, ſnatching the 


Time for the Execution of their cruel Intentions, 
employed it with ſo much Heat and Eagerneſs, that 
the ſame day all chings were prepared for the Death 
of the Queen. Her inveterate Enemies, fearing 
leſt that Herod ſhould return to his right Mind, 
and, making a rational Reflection upon what was 
done, ſhould recall the inhuman Sentence which he 
had pronounc'd, haſten'd all things againſt all 
Forms, and gave no. Leiſure to Love or Reaſon to 
produce the Effects they feared. They knew, in- 
cens'd as Herod was, his Soul ſtill lov'd the charm- 
ing Mariamne, and he had all the Grudgings of that 
Diſtemper left, tho'ꝰ they were ſtifled and diſguis'd 
by his cruel Frenzy. "They knew too that Sohemus, 
and the Eunuch, who had firſt been put to the 
Torture, expired under their Torments with the 
the firmeſt Reſolution ; proteſting the Queen's Vir- 
tue and Innocence to the laſt Gaſp, and expreſſing 
more Sorrow for her Death than their own, Theſe 
| ; Things 
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Things put together were ſufficient Motives for 
precipitating the Death of Mariamne, and for fear- 
ing that Herod might relent of his Barbarity. 


They, who went into the Priſon to Mariamne, 
to give her Warning of her Fate, were aſtoniſh'd 
to ſee that ſhe chang d not her Countenance at their 
Meſlage : that ſhe receiv'd News capable to daunt 

the moſt hardy Spirits, with ſuch an Aſſurance as 
made her Enemies confounded, and confirm'd them, 
fpight of their Malice, in the Opinion they them- 
ſelves had of her Virtue. Nothing of Paſſion ap- 
pear'd either in her Viſage or Diſcourſe ; ſhe deli- 
vered herſelt with {ſtrong and ſedate Senſe, and with 
a ſerene and ſettled Temper ; there proceeded out 
of her Mouth no Complaint or Accent, which 
might make them judge that ſhe went to die unwil- 
lingly. "They who had ſeen her paſſionate againſt 
her Tyrant's Inhumanity, when ſhe was provok'd 
by the Death of her near Kindred, found her calm 
and reſigned to her own Fate, and obſerv'd no new 
Reſentment in her for this laſt Effect of his Cruelty. 


Before ſhe left the Priſon, with thoſe who were 
to attend her to the laſt Stage, ſhe turn'd to them 
and ſpoke thus with the utmoſt Complacence. 
Tell Herod, that tis this Day that I begin to receive a 
good Office from him, and that I accept the Preſent he 
hath been pleaſed to ſend me, with more Joy and Ac- 
knowledement, than ever I did all the Teſtimonies of his 
Love. I can, nevertheleſs, proteſt before the God whom 
we adore, (and I owe this Juſtification to my Memory, 
and the Blood from which I am deſcended ;) that the 
Repugnance, which his Cruelties have cauſed in me, ei- 
ther to his Manners or to his Perſon, never inclin'd me 
to the leaſt thought of offending againſt my own Honour, 
or the Duty of a Wife. Tell him, that the Blood, which 
Be 
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be hath ſhed on my account, and thro" the Impulſes of 
his own Jealouſy, will cry for Vengeance againſt him: 
And that if I be culpable at my Death of Aught, 
it is, becauſe that, by my Imprudence and unguarded 
Openneſs, I have caus'd the Ruin of thoſe innocent Per- 
| ſous. Tell him too, that T beſeech him, if I may beſeech 
him at my Death, that he would ſtop the Current of bis 
Cruelties with me : and look with more Affection and 
Pity upon the Children, which Heaven hath beſtow'd up- 
on us, upon whom the Rage of our Enemies may extend 
itſelf, if he do not remedy it. After this Supplication, 
bear me witneſs that I pardon him for my Death with 
all my Heart: And I pardon Salome too ſor it, tho? ſhe 
might have contented herſelf to haſten the End of my 
Days without killing my Reputation. | 


Alfter ſhe had ended her Speech, ſhe gave ſome 
| ſmall Orders for the Recompence of thoſe Perſons 
who had ſerv'd her, and having ſettled her Mind in 
that reſpect, ſhe retir'd a while to the Duty of her 
Devotions ; which ended, ſhe returned with a more 
chearful Countenance than before. Then after ſne 
had given a laſt Embrace to her Women, all 
bath'd in Tears, and ſinking beneath their Sorrow, 
turning herſelf towards them who waited to con- 
duct her to her Death, Let us go, my Friends, ſaid 
ſhe, and obey the Pleaſure of the King : *Tis time to 
part: Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus call for me, and 1 
zuſt go to find out thoſe illuſtrious Aſmonzans, who | 
thro the Care which Herod hath taken, preſerve a Place 
in Heaven for me. » 


With theſe Words ſhe ſerenely gave her Hand 
to one Who attended to lead her ; and having again, 
with a Look full of Sweetneſs and Majeſty, taken 
her laſt Leave of thoſe who were about her, ſhe 
paſſed forward to the Court where the tragical 
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Preparation was made for her Death. There, upon 
a Scaffold, erected for the purpoſe, the moſt beau- 
tiful Head was ſeparated from the faireſt Body in 
the World: and the moſt virtuous, the moſt inno- 
cent, and the moſt courageous of all Women loſt 
ber Life, by the horrid Command of a Monſter, 
thirſty after illuſtrious Blood, whereof he ſacrific'd 
| the fair Remains to the Rage of its Enemies. 


'The ſame killing Blow, that robb'd her of Life, 
was a Stroke upon all the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem. 
Never were the Streets of that populous City ſo 
throng'd, with People that came to be Spectators 
of that Tragedy, yet dreaded to ſee the very Spec- 
tacle they came for. Never were ſuch Exclamations 
of Reſentment, never ſuch Murmurs of Sorrow 
and Compaſſion ! If Curſes would have kill'd, as 
'  Otway ſomewhere ſays, Herod would not have out- 
liv'd that Hour: And if Wiſhes and Prayers could 
have ſav'd, Mariamne had been immortal. 


THIS was the End of that virtuous, generous 
Princeſs ;-a Lady almoſt without Exception. 'The 
Charms of her Beauty, the Graces of her Perſon, 
and the agreeable Majeſty of her Converſation, 
were not only ſuperior to the reſt of her Sex, but 
even beyond Expreſſion too upon the Compariſon ; 
and could ſhe have carry'd it with ſome ſeeming 
Endearment and Complaiſance to her Husband, her 
Happineſs might have been proportionable to her 
Merit. For Herod ador'd her like a Goddeſs, and 
_ deny'd her no Favour that ſhe would condeſcend 
to ask at his hands: But when we reflect that he 
had built his Fortunes upon the Ruin of her Fa- 
mily; that he had 8 from 'em not only 3 
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Imperial Dignity of that Kingdom, which he him- 

ſelt bore, but would not even ſuffer the Pontificate 
to be in Poſſeſſion of any of the Aſmonzan Race; 
that he had caus'd, or procur'd, her Father Alex- 
ander, her Grandfather Hyrcanus, her Brother Ari- 
ſtobulus, and her Uncle Antigonus, to be put to death, 
to ſerve the purpoſe of his own ambitious Deſigns, 
and had twice order'd her Death, in caſe of his 
own ; it would put Difficulties upon the moſt pa- 
tient and beſ{t-temper'd Woman in the World, and 
would demand the Frame of her Mind to be of an 
Angelic Compoſition, to bear ſuch a Husband with 
any manner of Affection or Complaiſance. 


The Paſſion which Herod had for Mariamne in 
her Life-time, was. become much more unruly and 
importunate now ſhe was dead. Rage was pleas'd 
to give way to Tendernefs and Compaſſion; and 
Agonies of Sorrow, Regret, and tormenting Re- 
morſe for what he had done, ſo poſleſs'd his Mind, 
that he could enjoy no Repoſe. The Idea of his 
injur'd and belov'd Mariamne was ever preſent with 

him, and in the height of his Diſtraction he would 
frequently call for his Mariamne, and give order for 
hieran to bring her to him; as if ſhe were 
ſtill alive; his Grief and Impatience for his dead 
Wife being in no degree inferior to the Paſſion he 


This Diſtraction was attended with a ſevere and 
grievous Peſtilence, which ſwept away, in great 
Numbers, all ſorts of People, as well thoſe of Di- 
ſtinction, as the Commons of the Land. And this 
by all impartial and unprejudic'd, Perſons, was 
look'd upon as an immediate Judgment on em 0 
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the Murther of this innocent Queen; for they 
could not be induc'd to believe that the Almighty, 
in his Juſtice, would look upon ſuch a flagitious 
Crime, and ſuffer it to paſs with Impunity. 
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